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COURSE OVERVIEW 

Title 
In the Beginning 

Objective 
The objective of this course is to help you understand the nature and character of our triune God 
and His relationship with His creation; both visible and invisible. 

Synopsis 
The book of Genesis is the book of beginnings and sets the foundation for all that is to follow. We will 
look, therefore, first to the nature and character of God, as three Persons with one substance; the 
Creator and Sustainer of all things. We will then look at His creation, both the invisible realm (angels 
and demons) and the visible realm. We will look at the creation account, the foundational pillars of 
Genesis and also look at order within creation. 

Duration 
The course content, if running this along with the filmed teachings, will be covered over 9-sessions, 
with each session split into approximately two 45-minutes blocks of teaching time. If this course is 
being covered by a live presenter, the time frame may differ. Please confirm it with them. 

Requirements 
Try not to miss a single one! No prior study of Scripture is necessarily needed, however, bear in mind 
that this is not a foundational course. We will be digging deeper into Theological truths. Should you 
not have some basic foundational truths in place, we encourage you to first attend a foundation or 
introductory type of course, to give you a better foundation to build on. *Please note this is not an 
accredited programme/course.  

Tools 
You will need your Bible, a pen and should you wish, a notebook for additional note taking. 

Assessment 
The best way to learn is through application and interaction with the course content. For this reason, 
we have included a final optional assessment/activity. Depending on how your course is being run, 
this may be for self-study, a required part of your course or something you can complete at your 
leisure. Just check with your course coordinator. Don't fear, this is not an exam. It will merely be an 
opportunity for you to reflect on and apply what you have learnt during the course.  

[If you do this as part of self-study, you may want to ask a pastor/elder if you can submit it to them 
for their input. No marking memo has been provided.] 
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T3 Bible Programme 
The T3 Bible Programme consists of 8 Courses with each course made up of Modules. The course work 
can either be covered with live presentations from pastors/teachers, or filmed recordings of 
teachings are available. The pace at which the course work is covered is based on the organiser's 
preference. The course work is taught generally in the filmed teachings and does not necessarily 
unpack the course notes in a systematic manner. It is recommended students read the notes on their 
own, before or after sessions, and spend time reflecting and interacting with the notes. 

Each course is a stand-alone course and it is not necessary to have attended prior courses or to 
complete the entire T3 Programme in order. 

*A reminder that the T3 Bible Programme is NOT an accredited or registered programme. It is for 
informal study only. Should you wish to work towards a formal certificate/ diploma/ degree you will 
need to sign up to a registered and accredited programme with a recognised institution. 

Programme Outline 

• Course 1: Doctrine of Revelation: God Speaks 
• Course 2: In the Beginning … YOU ARE HERE 
• Course 3: The Fall 
• Course 4: Understanding the Old Testament 
• Course 5: Coming to Know God: The Doctrine of Salvation  
• Course 6: Growing in God 
• Course 7: Church and the Kingdom 
• Course 8: Eschatology: The Doctrine of Last Things 

Interacting with the Notes 

Keep an eye out for REFLECTION opportunities in the course notes, where you can pause, reflect and 
have some space to engage with some questions or additional thoughts. There are also FOCUS 
POINTS which provide additional information and summaries or expound on previous information etc. 
These are always interesting reads and worth going over outside of “class time”. 

 

We trust that as you study and pursue God, seeking His face, that you will encounter Him even more 
and dig foundations that will take you deeper, make you stronger and will impact on the church and 
the Kingdom of God, for many years to come. 

 

Blessings, 

T3 Teaching Team 



T3 BIBLE PROGRAMME – IN THE BEGINNING 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK (OPTIONAL) 

In the Beginning 

ASSESSMENT: ESSAY 
Write an essay of approximately 1000 words on ONE of the following: 
 

Option 1: 
Choose THREE attributes of God. Look at each of them in greater detail and describe how an 
understanding of each affects your relationship with Him and how you live your life. 
 

OR 
 

Option 2: 
How does an understanding that there is both a visible and invisible realm affect your 
understanding of yourself and your place in creation? 

 

NB Assessment Guidelines 
• Use Scripture to back up your point of view, where applicable. 

• Don’t just repeat course content but use the course content as a “springboard” for your own 
ideas and to show that you have a working understanding of the concepts covered. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY 

The Story of God 
This teaching programme is about helping you immerse yourself into the story of God and the main 
characters that make up the story. The moment we came to Christ, we became part of the story of 
God, and our personal life stories find meaning within His grand meta-narrative. All the content in this 
programme is the telling of this story. 

God’s story has four parts to it as revealed in the Bible. Here is a brief overview of each: 

1. Creation. The creation account in Genesis describes how God created all things as good. He 
created humans in His image, with the intent that we would live in fellowship with Him and serve 
as co-regents with God over the earth, being wise stewards over all He has made. 

2. Fall. The Scriptures explain that man defies God and is cut off from the fellowship and intimacy 
he once had. The Holy Creator God simply cannot fellowship with sinful man. While Man is still in 
God's image, that image has been corrupted and twisted through sin and the desire for self-rule. 
Because of man's sinful choices, even the earth itself comes under a curse. 

3. Redemption. God in His mercy promises to rescue and redeem man’s sinful condition and restore 
creation back into right relationship with Him. This great rescue plan is promised and 
foreshadowed in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New Testament through the ministry of 
Jesus. God’s great plan of renewing all things begins in Jesus. 

4. Consummation. The climax of the story when God finishes His project of redeeming the world 
through Jesus. He finally puts every enemy under His feet including death, sickness and Satan. 

This is the greatest story ever told. God wins and gets the glory and He graciously allows us to share 
in His glory. This great overriding story or meta-narrative is what gives our life meaning and purpose. 
We are a part then of God's great story to renew all things and bring us into true life.  We have one 
truth and one Lord and our individual stories find meaning within the ‘big picture.’ 

What is Theology? 
Theology (from the Greek: Theos meaning “God”, and logos meaning “study or discourse”) is 
essentially the study of God – who is the ‘main character’ in the story we have looked at. 

In our passion to "study" God and get to know Him, we will take a closer look at doctrine. Doctrine 
(from Greek: Didache meaning, "teaching or instruction") is simply the teaching on a specific subject 
or topic in the whole Bible. So to use the analogy of a builder - in order to build a house, you need to 
construct it section by section and brick by brick. Doctrine is like the bricks we use to build. Theology 
is like the house. 
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Limitations of Theology 
We realise that trying to study God and His ways is somewhat like an ant trying to understand the 
elephant. God is infinite and we are finite. But God does encourage us in His Word to apply our hearts 
to understanding and to find the knowledge of God (Proverbs 2:2-5). His desire is for us to love Him 
with our minds as well as with our emotions. But in dealing with theology, we need to always keep in 
mind that our understanding is limited and finite and we can only see at best, in part. Therefore, in 
our attitude God requires us to come to Him and His Word with humility (Isaiah 66:1-2; Job 42:2-6). 

“There are indeed some areas where human minds cannot go … a God we can wholly 
explain is no bigger than our little minds.” - Winkey Pratney 

That is, a God that we can fully understand, ceases to be God! 

“Theology having reached its highest peak will always remain nothing more than man’s 
puny attempt to understand and explain God” - Jan Robbertze 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Why do you personally wish to study God’s Word in greater depth? What do you hope to glean 
during this personal study time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Purpose of Studying Doctrine 
1. It is a requirement for leadership in the Church (1 Timothy 3:2; 1 Timothy 3:9; Titus 1:9). 

2. It helps us understand, preserve and unify all of God’s amazing truths. 

3. It strengthens our faith: 

○ by providing grounds and reasons for our beliefs and experiences, 
○ because faith comes from hearing … the Word of God (Romans 10:17). 

4. It helps protect us from deception (Ephesians 4: 11-14). 

5. It enables us to live in a manner pleasing to God (2 Timothy 3:16). 

○ Doctrine = right belief 
○ Correction = for instance, of a wrong belief 
○ Instruction in righteousness = right behaviour 
○ Reproof = for instance, of a wrong behaviour 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
It is interesting to note that Paul’s letters nearly always address issues of doctrine before he 
addresses issues of behaviour. 
 

6. It helps in the Great Commission (Matthew 28). If the church, as the only recipient and guardian 
of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15), departs from true doctrine and preaches a false gospel, how can 
men be saved? 

7. It helps us reach maturity (Hebrew 5:12-6:3; Ephesians 4:11-14). 

8. It is of invaluable practical use in every area of ministry.  For example- preaching, teaching, 
pastoring, counselling, evangelism, apologetics, polemics, etc. Doctrinal studies are not a 
substitute for these things. However, they cannot be practised effectively without sound doctrine.  

“The often implied dichotomy between knowing God and knowing about God is a false 
one. One can know about God without knowing Him but the reverse is not true: one cannot 
know God without knowing about Him, and the more one knows about Him the better one 
will know Him, the more able one will be to trust Him and the more willing to obey Him.” - 
Nigel Day- Lewis 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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MODULE 1: NATURE AND 
CHARACTER OF GOD 

Believing in God 
The Bible never tries to prove that God exists. In fact, it is not even in question, it is simply presumed 
as fact (e.g. Isaiah 40:12-26; Jeremiah 10:1-6). The Bible only contends that He is the One True God 
and reveals His nature, character and His relationship with creation. This should not surprise us, as 
Atheism was not really an existing belief system in the Ancient World. 

Major Belief Systems About God 

Atheism: The belief that there is no God. This derives from the Greek word atheoi meaning, “without 
God”. It is found in Ephesians 2:12. 

Intellectual Atheism: Seeks to justify this position using rational arguments. For example, Julian Huxley 
stated, “God is no longer a useful hypothesis". It is, however, impossible to prove that God does not 
exist and it has rightly been suggested that atheists must have more faith than those who believe 
God does exist. Atheists are becoming more aggressive in their stance, as seen with Richard Dawkins, 
who, among others, argues that religion is not just wrong, but evil. 

Practical Atheism: Not as militant. Often manifests in an attitude of, “just leave me alone…” 

Agnosticism: The belief that it is not possible to know for sure that there is a God. The word was first 
coined by T.H. Huxley to define his own position. Hume, the father of modern agnosticism claims that 
if God does exist we can have no true or reliable knowledge of Him. Whilst we would agree that God 
cannot be FULLY known (as He is infinite) we argue that God can be sufficiently known and that, in 
fact, He has made Himself known to us so that we can have a relationship with Him. To claim that we 
cannot relate to God because we cannot FULLY know Him is evidently incorrect, for we are able to 
have meaningful relationships with each other without knowing all there is to know about each 
other’s character and nature. 

Deism: Separates God from His universe. God exists but is impersonal. Deists reject the idea of 
Christian revelation. Some argue that the Universe was created and then left to self-development 
through fixed laws (described sometimes as “the clockwork universe”). Deists reject the concept of 
intervention in creation by God through miracles, revelation, answers to prayer etc. Peter refers to 
the fate of Deists in no uncertain terms (Peter 3:3-7). 

Pantheism: Identifies the Universe with God. God is the (impersonal) mind and soul of the Universe. 
“Everything is God and God is everything”. God is a necessary but unconscious “cosmic force”. 
Pantheism makes no distinction between the Creator and the created. The divine infuses/ animates 
creation. 

Polytheism: The belief that there are many gods. This has always been popular, as people prefer a 
god that they can see. Some anthropologists have claimed that monotheism arose out of polytheism 
as cultures became more sophisticated and scientific. There is, however, much evidence that 
mankind was originally monotheistic and became polytheistic. Polytheism can manifest in such forms 
as Hinduism or Animism (worship of plants, animals, inanimate objects and natural phenomena). 
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Monotheism: The belief in one God. The principal monotheistic religions are Judaism, Islam and, of 
course, Christianity. 

Monolatry: The belief in one supreme God and the existence of lesser gods. While this term is rarely 
used today, it effectively describes Israel’s descent into idolatry. It is also an adequate description of 
some cultic thinking, particularly Mormonism. 

Tritheism: The belief in three gods. Christians are sometimes accused of this. 

Trinitarianism: The belief in one God in three persons. 

Unitarianism: The belief in one God in one person.  

 

We will proceed with the assumption that there is a God and that He has revealed Himself to us. This 
leads us logically to our next section. 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Can We Know God? 

The Incomprehensibility of God 

We can never fully answer this question because, no matter how hard we try to describe Him, we will 
fall short. Our words are limited and He is limitless. Ezekiel, Isaiah and John were all unable to describe 
even the heavenly beings, let alone God Himself. Therefore, there is a limit to our theology. 

“Were I fully to describe God, I should myself be God, or God must cease to be what He is.” 
- Epictetus  

Also reference Job 11:7-9. 

“We can no more search out His infinite perfections than a man on the top of the highest 
mountain can take a star in his hand.” - Thomas Watson (puritan) 

These Scriptures are very clear in expressing God’s incomprehensibility: Exodus 33:20; Deuteronomy 
4:12; Job 26:14; Job 42:3; Isaiah 45:15; John 6:46 

God’s Transcendence 

This speaks of God being over His creation. He is the Creator; everything else is created. (See Isaiah 
55: 8-9; Romans 11: 33; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 6:16). Therefore God cannot be equated to 
anything else. We understand things by categorising them. There is nothing within our experience or 
frame of reference with which we can classify God. He is unique. So how can He be known?  

“To whom can God be compared? How can you describe what he is like?” -  
Isaiah 40:18 (GNT) 

“To whom can the holy God be compared? Is there anyone else like him?” -  
Isaiah 40:25 (GNT) 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Consider the following: 
 
God is “inexpressible, immovable and nameless”  - Justin Martyr (2nd Century) 
 
“God has given us knowledge of Himself according to our capacity” John of Damascus (8c) 
 
“God is beyond what is seen, for the soul is both obscured by its own littleness and overpowered 
by God’s immensity – God is greater than can be thought” - Anselm (12c) 
 
“Of ourselves, we are as ignorant with respect to the nature of God as the beetle is with respect 
to the nature of man” - Zwingli 
 
It is “vain speculation to attempt an examination of God’s essence” - Calvin 
 
“We cannot fathom the mysteries of the created universe, how much less then can we fathom 
the mysteries of the Creator of that universe” - Mike Davies 
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God’s Imminence 

In contrast to God’s transcendence, the Bible also teaches His imminence. That is God’s involvement 
in and presence with His creation. God has chosen to reveal Himself to us (The Doctrine of Revelation 
Course cover this in greater detail). Jesus is the ultimate answer to the mystery of God because He 
came to reveal God (Colossians 2:2-3). 

“We know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we know 
the true God. We live in union with the true God---in union with his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God, and this is eternal life.” - 1 John 5:20 (GNT) 

We must balance the tension of imminence and transcendence because transcendence to an 
extreme leads to deism. Imminence to an extreme leads to pantheism. 

God is over and above creation, He is beyond all that exists, but though He is distinct from His creation 
He is not divorced from it (Psalm 104; Jeremiah 23: 23-24) 

Our only conclusion can be that the two facts exist simultaneously:  

• God is Incomprehensible 
• God is Knowable 

Both are true, but neither is absolute. 

“The better we know God, the more we know and feel that His mystery is unfathomable” - 
Emile Brunner 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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What Is God Like? 
God is a personal, self-sufficient and self-existent Spirit. 

God is Spirit 

Does God need some kind of physical or material form in order to exist? If He has no physical body 
then does He have a gender? If He has no gender in the sense that we know and understand, then 
why does He reveal Himself as Father instead of as Mother or simply Parent? 

The Bible clearly teaches that God is Spirit (John 4:24; Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17). 
This means that He is not composed of matter; He does not have a physical nature. This does not 
mean that He is in any way less “real”. We tend to view the spiritual as “not quite real”. This concept 
is a modern and Western mindset and is actually invalid. After all, scientists have shown that matter 
is, in fact, not really solid (atoms are made up of large amounts of “space”). Logic also tells us that 
God cannot have a physical body, as He is omnipresent and infinite (see later notes for a fuller 
treatment of these aspects of God). A body then, by its very definition, must be limited. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
If God does not have a body, then why do we read of Him standing, walking, sitting, etc? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There are two explanations to this: 

Anthropomorphisms: God is described in human terms to give us a term of reference. These are not 
to be taken literally but figuratively. For example, “God’s mighty right arm” speaks of His strength and 
power – not a literal strong or muscled arm. 

Theophanies: That is the appearance of God in human form on earth. Many scholars have suggested 
that most, if not all, theophanies are “christophanies” (the appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ). 
Even if an appearance of God is not a “christophany”, we are not presented with an insurmountable 
problem. God is certainly able to manifest Himself to man in a form that he can understand and 
experience, without being consumed by God’s glory and holiness (Exodus 33:18-23). This does not 
mean that God’s existence, during that time, is limited to that theophany. 

Mormonism has contradicted the teaching that God is Spirit. It teaches that God has a physical body, 
and argues that the Bible must be taken literally with these references. If this were true, however, we 
would also have to believe that God has wings and that Jesus has a sword coming from His mouth, 
etc. 

It is typical of all cults to either elevate a man to the status of a god or to denigrate god. After all, 
without Jesus Christ, this would be the only way to close the gap between God and His creation. 
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God is Personal 

We are dealing here with God being a “person”, rather than the nature of His relationship with Man. 
That is, it refers to what He is, not what He does. Likewise, when we refer here to the personality of 
God, we are discussing the condition of Him being a person, not the everyday meaning of personality 
(i.e. how a person behaves). 

A person is a being in relationships with others, is aware of himself and has the power of directing his 
actions. In human personality, we speak of self-consciousness and self-determination. 

Human personality is ever growing and changing, it is not fixed. Self-determination is always limited 
as other factors are involved (what I determine to do is limited by my abilities, my environment and 
so forth). 

So what is the personality of God? Though we see the personality of God through human personality, 
it is more than what we see it to be in Man; it has no limitations. It never grows or changes and is 
never determined by outside factors. 

• God has a will (Ephesians 1:11),  
• God has intelligence (1 Corinthians 2:11),  
• God has emotions (1 Peter 5:7), 
• BUT He is without imperfections. 

For this reason, God is sometimes referred to as being “Suprapersonal”. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Definition of Suprapersonal: 
adjective – “transcending the merely personal”1 
adjective  - “above or beyond what is personal.”2 
 

By accepting that God is personal, we are freed from any hint that God is simply a cosmic force or 
an accumulation of the mass consciousness, as the New Age Movement teaches. Likewise, if we see 
God as personal then we realise that He is not something to be manipulated or used, but Someone 
to whom we should rather submit and worship. 

“It is our knowledge of His being personal that saves us from frigid and barren reflection on 
the infinitude and absolute sovereignty of God.” - T.C. Hammond 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

                                                        
1 Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
2 Wordnik.com 
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God is Independent (Self-Sufficient) 

• We exist for God; God does not exist for us (1Corinthians 8:6; Revelation 4:11) 
• There is nothing that we have, or that we can do, that God needs (Romans 11:35-36; Job 22:2) 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
It has been suggested by some that God somehow needed Man because He needed someone 
to love, or because He has a need to be worshipped. This, I think, is very dangerous teaching and 
is typical of the man-centred theology that is so prevalent in our times. We need to soberly 
examine the truth of Scripture that says that all we can give Him is what He first gave us! That He is 
to be worshipped not because He needs it, but because we respond in obedience and to a 
revelation of whom He is. 
 
Remember: Perfect Love existed before creation, within the Trinity. 
 

God is the Source of Life (Self-Existent) 

Apart from God, nothing was made (John 1:1-4). God is the reason for His own existence. As discussed 
in the previous paragraph, God lives for no one and depends upon no one. He is self-existent.  

 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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The Nature of God 
If, as we have seen, God is free and independent, one must ask, “Is He without restriction?” 

The answer, I would suggest, is that He is restricted by His own nature. If this is the case (and we will 
examine the issue further as we proceed), then we must look at the Attributes of God. 

“The attributes of God are those distinguishing characteristics of the divine nature which 
are inseparable from the idea of God.” - Augustus Strong 

“Attributes are the characteristics or qualities belonging to a person. Thus when we speak 
of the attributes of God, we mean those characteristics or qualities that belong to God as 
God, that make God who and what He is.” - K.J. Connor 

“It is better to conceive of the attributes of God as His nature, not as a collection of 
fragmentary parts nor as something in addition to His essence.” - Erickson 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
C.C. Ryrie prefers the term “perfections” rather than “attributes” as everything in regard to the 
nature of God is perfect. 
 
It is essential to see that: Various attributes/perfections are not component parts of God. That is, 
God in His total being is Love, and in His total being is Righteousness. Whilst it is necessary to look 
at each attribute, in turn, we must always look at each knowing that it does not exist without the 
others. For example, many have reached the conclusion that because God is Love, He will not 
condemn anybody to Hell. This is to ignore His righteousness, justice and holiness. 
 

The attributes of God are essential to His nature. They have always been inherent characteristics and 
always will be.  

“The Divine attributes are permanent qualities. They cannot be gained or lost.” - Erickson 

We know God’s attributes by revelation. Man does not attribute them to God, God reveals them to 
Man. The attributes belong to the Godhead and not to distinctive members of the Godhead. If we 
believe that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are God, then we must believe that they possess the same 
attributes. Whilst this may on the surface present us with some difficulties, especially with regards to 
the Godly attributes of the incarnate Second Person of the Godhead, these will be resolved later 
when looking at Christ specifically. 

 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Classification of the Attributes 

A number of ways of classifying and categorising the attributes of God have been suggested: 

• One way of categorising the attributes of God is to divide them according to His natural/ essential 
attributes (His non-moral attributes such as power and knowledge) and His moral attributes (those 
in which the human context would relate to the concept of rightness), as suggested by 
K.J.Conner.  

• This approach has been amended by Erickson into, “The Greatness of God” and the “Goodness 
of God”. These may also be referred to as the Incommunicable Attributes (those only God alone 
can possess such as omnipotence and omnipresence), and Communicable Attributes (those 
God wishes us to possess at least in some measure). 

Any attempt to isolate and categorise a particular attribute may well run into difficulties as there is 
bound to be some overlap. For example, as we shall see, one cannot speak of the justice of God 
without relating it to His omniscience. 

The approach I have taken broadly follows that of K.J. Conner and Erickson. 

 

NOTES:  
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 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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The Attributes of God 

The Greatness of God (Essential/Non Communicable Attributes) 

God is Infinite 

This word is not used specifically in the Bible but the concept is clearly there. (See Psalm 113:4-6; Psalm 
147:5; Job 36:26; Ephesians 1:23; Isaiah 66:1). 

“God is infinite. This means not only that God is unlimited but also that He is unlimitable. In 
this respect God is unlike anything we experience.” - Erickson 

God’s infinity means that He is in no way limited by time or space. This infinity is one of quality not 
merely quantity – one cannot say that God is somehow spread throughout the Universe (for a fuller 
explanation see "Omnipresence"). 

“God is not limited nor circumscribed by space. On the contrary, all finite space is 
dependent upon Him.” - Thiessen 

God is Eternal 

“God is without beginning or end; He is free from all succession of time and He is the cause 
of time.” - Thiessen 

“He is without beginning… He will never cease to be … He never grows any older … Time 
doesn’t apply to God … Eternity is to God what present time is to us.” - C. Finney 

God is eternal; created beings are not. Though we are promised eternal life, this refers to a life without 
end. We, unlike God, have a definite beginning. It may be more accurate, therefore, to refer to Man 
as having, “everlasting life.” Furthermore, all created life is sustained by God and is not “immortal in 
and of itself. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Many scholars, though not all, would propose that because God created time (time is a function 
of a created universe), He exists beyond and outside of time. He is the Master of Time. However, 
we should note that though He is beyond time, time is still real to God (2 Peter 3:8). 
 

God is Immutable 

God is constant and devoid of all change. He cannot, and will not alter His person, perfections, 
promises or purposes. This does not mean immobility; rather that God is never inconsistent, growing 
or developing.  

The Bible supports this viewpoint clearly:  

“God is not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man that He should repent. Has He 
said, and shall He not do it? Or has He spoken, and shall He not make it good?” -  
Numbers 23:19 (KJV) 
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“For I am the Lord, I change not.” - Malachi 3:6 (KJV) 

“Jesus Christ is  the same yesterday and today and forever.” - Hebrews 13:8 

(See also 1 Kings 8:56; Psalm 102:27; Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 46:10; Hebrews 1:12; James 1:17) 

Logic also dictates that we believe that God is immutable: if God is omniscient, then there is no 
reason to change His plans or purposes. If He is infinite then He cannot increase, and to decrease 
would be to become less than infinite. Any change in His moral attributes would be for the better or 
for the worse, meaning that He was once less than perfect or became less than perfect. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
What about references in the Bible to God changing His mind? (Consider Genesis 6:6; 1 Samuel 
15:10-11; Jonah 3:10).  
 
 
 
 
 

 

These passages may be explained in several ways: 

1. Anthropomorphisms and anthropopathisms (God’s actions and God’s feelings described in 
human terms). This is God described from a human perspective. References to God experiencing 
regret may be included here. 

2. New stages in the working out of God’s plan. For example, God offering salvation to Gentiles may 
seem to be a break with what had preceded. However, this was always part of the redemptive 
plan and does not represent a change of mind. Rather, it represents a development of man’s 
revelation. 

3. Change in orientation resulting from a human’s move into a different relationship with God. For 
example, Nineveh was saved because they changed, not because God changed. God deals 
with us uniquely, not equally. God knows what is best for each of us and knows our hearts. 
Therefore, He treats us as individuals. God treating one individual differently to another does not 
mean that God has changed (for example, David was not killed for murder and adultery). The 
same sun melts wax but hardens clay. The sun does not change but the effect differs according 
to the nature of the object. 

4. Implied conditions. God said he would destroy Israel and make Moses a great nation (Exodus 
32:9-14). It may be argued that this was an offer to Moses (possibly to test him?) or that God’s 
threatened action was on condition of Moses accepting the offer to become the head of a 
great nation. 

Each of these has its problems and even together may not explain all of the apparent occurrences 
of an apparent change. However, we must ensure that we do not drift from a belief in God’s 
immutability, as this would lead us to far greater problems. This paradox should rather lead us towards 
an understanding of the importance of prayer. 

“We are certain that God will hear our prayers when we ask for what pleases him. And if 
we know that God listens when we pray, we are sure that our prayers have already been 
answered.” - 1 John 5:14-15 (CEV) 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
What does “Immutability” mean? 
Immutability – adjective: unchanging through time; unalterable; ageless3 
 

There is a degree of mystery here, as there are instances where God at least appears to change His 
mind. A belief that we can change God’s mind is acceptable so long as we understand that God 
cannot change in His being. We must retain our belief in God’s omniscience (see later for a fuller 
explanation), which includes foreknowledge. We may be constantly reactionary, but God is never 
taken by surprise. 

An understanding of God’s immutability gives us an assurance and confidence in Him and our 
relationship with Him. Because He does not change, He deals with us consistently (Lamentations  
3:22-23) so that we can approach the throne with confidence (Hebrews 4:16). 

God is Omnipresent  

Omnipresence is also known as “Divine Ubiquity”. 

“God is everywhere present with His whole being at all times” - C.C.Ryrie 

“God is everywhere and the whole of God is everywhere.” - Augustine 

“God is a circle whose centre is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere” - 
Empedocles 

“God is present universally and simultaneously in all places, always.” - K.J.Conner 

What these theologians are saying is that God is not spread throughout the Universe but that God, 
in His fullness, is present everywhere all the time. Again, this truth is made very clear in Scripture: - 

“Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me. If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,  and the light 
about me be night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for 
darkness is as light with you.” - Psalm 139:7-12 (ESV) 

(See also Isaiah 6:3; Jeremiah 23:23-24; Amos 9:2-4; Ephesians 1:23). 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

                                                        
3 Collins English Dictionary 
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R E F L E C T I O N  
If God is present everywhere, is He present to all in the same way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The answer is no! The immediacy of God’s presence can vary. Theologians have made a distinction 
between God’s General Presence (which is extensive) and His Special or Face Presence (which is 
intensive). 

How do we reach such a conclusion? 

James 4:8 suggests that we can feel remote from God and need to draw near to Him, even though 
He is omnipresent. Likewise Revelation 4:2 and 2 Chronicles 7:2 suggest that God’s presence is 
localised. The only way to reconcile these passages with the previous ones highlighted is to suggest 
that whilst God is everywhere, there are times when He chooses to reveal Himself more particularly 
in a given context. 

If God is everywhere, does this mean He is in Hell? 

Because we describe Hell as separation from God, it is often simply assumed that God is not present 
there. However, Hell is a created place and is therefore sustained by God Himself. Likewise, people 
in Hell only continue to exist as God gives them life. People in Hell will be separated from the face 
presence of God.  

R E F L E C T I O N  
Compare the following passages: 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:9. The Greek word for presence here is prosopon; the front (as being towards 
view), that is, the countenance, by implication presence, person. 
 
Revelation 14:10. The Greek word for presence here is enopion: - before, in the presence (sight) 
of 
 
 
 
 

Logic again helps us determine that there must be a difference in the immediacy of God’s presence. 
He does not dwell in animals as in men, in the wicked as in the righteous, etc. To imply that this is not 
the case is to start down the road to pantheism. The practical outworking of the understanding of 
God’s presence is that no man can escape it. Neither can we be separated from it. However, we 
can seek it and need to be continually filled by Him. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
What is Pantheism? 
1. the doctrine that God is the transcendent reality of which man, nature, and the material 
universe are manifestations 
2. any doctrine that regards God as identical with the material universe or the forces of nature 
3. readiness to worship all or a large number of gods4 
 

God is Omniscient 

“God knows all things actual and possible, past, present and future in one eternal act.”5  

“God knows things immediately, simultaneously, exhaustively and truly.”6  

Dr Clarke, in referring to Psalm 139 (regarding God’s omnipresence) states, “In the esteem of the 
Psalmist, God knows all because He is everywhere. If one cannot escape from His knowledge it is 
because one cannot escape from His presence.” 

R E F L E C T I O N  
There are many Scriptures pointing to God’s omniscience: 
See Proverbs 15:3; Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 29:15-16; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Job 28:24; 34:21,22; Acts 1:24; 1 
Corinthians 3:20; Hebrews 4:12-13; 1 John 3:20; 1 Corinthians 2:11. 
 
Do you know of any more? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s omniscience is necessary for His justice for, 

“Only a God who is omniscient could maintain a universe that is in harmony with itself and 
meet the needs of all His creatures at one and the same time.” - K.J. Conner 

It is in reference to God’s omniscience that the Bible warns against our own judgment of one another 
(1 Corinthians 4:4-5). 

C.C. Ryrie points out the benefits to us of God’s omniscience: 

• It gives us Security  - nothing can surprise God, 
• It gives us Sensitivity - allowing God to guide; He knows what will happen, 
• It gives us Solace - when faced with the mysteries of life, 
• It gives us Sobriety - one day we will stand before an all-knowing God 

                                                        
4 Collins English Dictionary 
5 Moody Handbook of Theology 
6 Lectures in Systematic Theology. Page. 81 
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God is Omnipotent 

God’s power is able to do whatever His perfect wisdom purposes should be done.  

“Ah Lord GOD! Behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and 
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee” - Jeremiah 32:17(KJV) 

See also Genesis 17:1; 18:14; Job 42:2; Matthew 19:26. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
The word Almighty (all powerful) occurs 56 times in the Bible and only ever in reference to God. 
 

God cannot, however, do that which is contradictory, immoral, irrational or unworthy. Therefore 
questions such as, “Can God create a rock so big that He cannot lift it?” become irrelevant. 

“Omnipotence means power to do all that is intrinsically possible, not to do the intrinsically 
impossible. You may attribute miracles to Him but not nonsense.” - C.S.Lewis 

Any limitations, therefore, reside in His character, not in His power. See 2 Timothy 2:13; Titus 1:2; 
Hebrews 6:18; James 1:13; Habakkuk 1:13. There is a final point to be made - as Thiessen said, 
“Omnipotence includes the power of self limitation.” This reasoning can be applied to what we know 
of God, particularly in the second person of the Godhead, Jesus. (See later notes on Impeccability 
of Christ, Hypostatic Union and Kenosis Theology). 

God’s divine omnipotence means that He can do all things for us. His resources are always more 
than able to meet our requirements. This is encouraging and faith building indeed. Leonard Ravenhill 
stated, “When we link our impotence to His omnipotence the word impossible is dropped from our 
vocabularies.” 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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The Goodness of God (Moral/Communicable Attributes) 

Whilst God desires that we possess these attributes, we do not possess them perfectly. We must also 
remember that God is the foundation of these attributes, not man. If we remove God from our 
thinking, as the world has done, then there can be no moral absolutes. Our absolute is that God is 
the definer of, the embodiment of, and judge of all morality. 

“A God without moral character is no god at all.” - Schuurman 

Holiness of God 

“The one aim of Christianity is personal holiness, but personal holiness will only be the one 
absorbing and attainable aim of man as he recognises it to be the one pre-eminent 
attribute of God.” - E.G. Robinson 

• God’s Name is Holy: See Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 22:32; Ezekiel 20:39; 39:25; 43:8; Amos 2:7. 
• God’s nature is Holy: Not what He has, but who He is. 

As health is more than the absence of illness, so holiness is more than the absence of sin.  

“Holiness is at the deepest a doctrine of absolute and perfect moral excellence. Holiness is 
not made up of omissions but by realities that fill character and life.” - Clarke 

“As a wooden mannequin though it has never sinned is not holy, so a man cannot be made 
Holy simply by what he does not do.” - Mike Davies 

R E F L E C T I O N  
How would you define holiness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God was Holy before creation, before Lucifer’s rebellion, before sin existed. Holiness is not defined by 
sin in any way. 

There are two aspects to God’s holiness: 

• His Majestic Holiness (“transcendent” aspect, e.g. Isaiah 6:1-4). Causes man to revere God. 
• His Moral Holiness (purity, goodness, lack of evil, etc). Causes man to imitate God. 

Of course, we cannot become Holy in the majestic sense, but we can become passionate about 
seeking holiness. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
Holiness is mentioned 45 times in Leviticus alone. God is Holy, Holy, Holy! It is because of His 
holiness that God is separated from sinful man.  
 
See Habakkuk 1:13; Hebrews 12:14; 1 Peter 1:14; 1 John 1:5; Psalm 99:9; Revelation 4:8; 15:4; Isaiah 
6:5; 59:2. 
 

Holiness has at its root, the concept of separation. God is separate from His creation. Likewise, He 
desires that we set ourselves apart to serve Him. An understanding of God’s holiness should have a 
bearing on our relationship with God in every aspect: in our worship, our prayer, our service, etc. 

Justice of God (Righteousness) 

God is absolutely just in His character but relatively just in His dealings with us (for example according 
to the revelation we have received, Luke 12:48-49).  The parables of Matthew 13 teach that in the 
future there will be a time of judgement. 

A common refrain today is, “Surely God is too good to damn anyone!” However, the same book that 
deals with the goodness of God deals with justice: see Deuteronomy 32:4. In fact, if God eliminated 
punishment He would no longer be just (Zephaniah 3:5). God cannot and will not pervert justice. It is 
Man who would long to do so (Job 8:3). 

God’s justice is a positive attribute that flows out of love. He is Faithful and Just (1 John 1:9). In fact, 
the only real injustice is the punishment taken by Jesus, for our salvation.  

So why is God’s justice not more readily understood and accepted? 

Proverbs 28:5 shows that evil men do not want to be confronted by their guilt. 

Psalm 73 speaks of the wicked prospering; they fail to see what lies beyond this life. Man is evil and 
only God is truly good (Mark 10:18). He has the right and the obligation to judge as He alone is 
omniscient and He alone is Creator. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
On a philosophical note, if God does not judge as some would like to think, then there is no 
reason to act morally. In addition, that would make the death of Jesus meaningless. It seems 
irrational to me that a loving, good God would allow His Son to die if there was no judgement for 
mankind in any case! 
 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Love of God 

He is a God of love and peace (2 Corinthians 13:11; 1 John 4:7-11) and we know that God’s love is 
reliable (Romans 8:35). Love is an act of the will, not just an emotion. God’s love is a reasoned love 
rather than only an emotionally based love. He loves even when love is not reciprocated. Love with 
God is more than what He does; it is an attribute, it is what He is. Care must be taken, for whilst it is 
true that “God is Love” this is not a formula; one cannot reverse it and make God love. Neither can 
one say that love is all that God is! 

Some have said that the Old Testament God was a God of judgement and in the New Testament 
He is a God of love. How can this be for we have already seen that God does not change? A proper 
reading of the Old Testament will show how much God’s love is highlighted, e.g. Deuteronomy 7:6-
9; Jeremiah 31:3; Hosea 2:19 (in fact the whole of Hosea). The New Testament simply expounds upon 
this theme - John 3:16; Ephesians 2:4. 

Love, of course, does not equate with approval: He loved us whilst we were still sinners but He does 
not wish us to remain sinners. I have heard the argument, “God loves me as I am, why change?” The 
reply is that God loves us as we are but He loves us too much to allow us to remain as we are. Besides, 
a true love for God will result in us becoming more like Him, obeying His commands (John 13:34; 1 
John 2:3-4). 

The great passage of 1 Corinthians 13 defines love and therefore goes a long way to defining this 
attribute of God. It needs to be reiterated, on this subject of love, that God does not need us. Though 
it has been suggested that God needed Man because he needed someone to love, this is not true. 
Love existed before creation, amongst the persons of the trinity (John 15:9; 17:22-23, 26). 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
We live in a generation of broken families, alienation, isolation, abuse, etc. For many it is difficult 
to accept the love of God (e.g. as a father) because they have not experienced what love 
really is. It is essential then that our frame of reference for what love is and how to love one 
another must come from God, not from our own experience or understanding. 
 
“Because God is love, we do not discover God from our experience of love, but we discover love 
from our experience of God.” - Michael Harper 
 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Mercy of God 

• God’s Mercy = Undeserved Forgiveness 
• God’s Grace = Undeserved Favour 

An innocent being cannot be the recipient of mercy. Therefore, one must realise one's sinfulness and 
guilt. God is not compelled to show mercy to individuals, otherwise, it wouldn't be mercy - it would 
be an obligation. He chooses to show mercy.  

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the 
LORD,  that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon.” - Isaiah 55:7 (ESV) 

(See also Micah 7:18-19; Luke 1:50; Luke 6:36; Ephesians 2:4; James 5:11.)  

God’s mercy never contradicts His justice. Many Scriptures that speak of mercy also speak of 
judgement. 

“The LORD then passed in front of him and called out, "I, the LORD, am a God who is full of 
compassion and pity, who is not easily angered and who shows great love and faithfulness. 
I keep my promise for thousands of generations and forgive evil and sin; but I will not fail to 
punish children and grandchildren to the third and fourth generation for the sins of their 
parents."  - Exodus 34:6-7 (GNB) 

(Also see Romans 2:4; 9:22; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 3:9.)  

Benevolence of God 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
What is the meaning of Benevolence? 
1. inclination or tendency to help or do good to others; charity 
2. an act of kindness7 
 
What is the meaning of Grace? 
Grace is defined in many ways such as: 
“God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense” 
“God’s supernatural empowering to enable us to do the impossible.” 
 

We do not serve a malevolent God (as are some Hindu gods) nor is He ambivalent, as Deists would 
argue. It is impossible for God to be indifferent. (Matthew 5:45 - good to unbelievers also; Matthew 
6:26; Acts 14:17; Psalm 104:21). 

• God does not merely seek His own good but the good of others. He is good to us though we 
deserve nothing (Titus 2:11). 

• God shows His goodness through His grace: His unmerited favour (not unreasonable favour). 

                                                        
7 Collins English Dictionary 
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Summary 
We are to link these moral attributes to ourselves. We have been called to participate in the Divine 
Nature. 

“For this very reason do your best to add goodness to your faith; to your goodness add 
knowledge; to your knowledge add self-control; to your self-control add endurance; to your 
endurance add godliness; to your godliness add Christian affection; and to your Christian 
affection add love. These are the qualities you need, and if you have them in abundance, 
they will make you active and effective in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” - 2 Peter 
1:5-8 (GNB) 
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MODULE 2: HIS GLORY  
AND HIS NAMES 

The Glory of God 
We deal with this as a separate topic because there are two main questions regarding the glory of 
God that must be dealt with:  

• First, is it an attribute or a manifestation?  
• Second, if it is an attribute, is it communicable or incommunicable?  

Brunner said, “God’s glory is not in Himself but in the world He has created, in so far as He 
communicates Himself to it, and in it is fully recognised.” I would disagree. I believe that the glory of 
God is in Himself (and existed before creation), but that it is also revealed in creation. 

It should be noted that God’s glory is constant and yet the manifestation of it to His creation can 
change (see Exodus 16:7, 10; Exodus 24:7; Deuteronomy 5:24; Psalm 8:1; 90:16). 

R E F L E C T I O N  
What do you understand by the “glory of God”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the Glory of God?  

Winkie Pratney defines it as follows,  

“His glory is who He is, what He does and how He shows Himself. It is His intrinsic uncreated 
divine nature, His matchless character and His awesome revelation of power and holiness 
to His creation.”8 

Hebrew and Greek Meanings of Glory 

There are nine different words for glory in the Hebrew Old Testament. The most commonly used is 
Kabod. It is derived from another Hebrew word for “heavy”. Kabod means, “one who is laden with 
riches, power and splendor”. Originally it was used for anything that possessed honour, but it soon 
came to have a special significance when applied to God. 

                                                        
8 Bengel. It is His Divinity Manifest. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
The term Shekinah isn't actually a Biblical word. The word and concept only originated after the 
close of the Hebrew Canon. It was developed to overcome the problem that some Old 
Testament Scriptures seem to teach the localised presence of God.  
 

The Greeks translated the Hebrew Kabod as doxa. Originally doxa meant “an opinion, conjecture or 
expectation”, but the Biblical usage radically changed its meaning to, “radiance, reflection and 
splendour of God's glory”. Doxa is used in two senses in the New Testament, first in the sense of seeing 
the glory of God, and second in the sense of ascribing glory to God. 

G.D. Watson has picked up on this,  

"We must remember that God has two kinds of glory; first the glory that is inherent inside the 
Divine Nature, and then the glory that is external to God in His creation of worlds and 
creatures. The glory in the Divine Nature consists of His natural perfection in His eternity, His 
sanctity, the communion-of the three Divine persons and the infinite joy that He has in 
Himself. The external glory of God consists in the magnitude, the variety and the splendour 
of the created worlds, and the various ranks of angels, men and lower orders of creatures. 
Added to this is the glory which He obtains by redeeming fallen men, by the systems of 
grace, the providence of rewards and punishments, of the application of His mercy and 
justice to His creatures, and the praises, love and worship that are rendered back to Him 
from His creatures."  

God's Ultimate Purpose For Creation 

The glory of God is the final cause of all His decrees; God's purpose in everything is His own glory. 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory, honour and power, for you created all 
things and by your will they were created and have their being."-  Revelation 4:11 

• God has intended that His creation show His glory (Numbers 14:21; Psalm 19:1; 8:1; 72:19; 
Habakkuk 2:14). 

• This includes Man whose chief end is to glorify God (Isaiah 43:7; 60:21). 
• We need to choose God's purpose as our purpose. We need to give up our priorities to be 

devoted to a life of glorifying God (Jeremiah 45:5; Psalm 115:1) 
• Our lives should be a vehicle of God displaying His glory (Psalm 29:2) 
• The fruit of our character should be God-glorifying (John 15:8). 
• The features of our conduct should be God-glorifying (1 Corinthians 10:31) 
• The entirety of our lives in every facet should be to render glory to God. Every dimension of our 

lives should be God-glorifying (2 Thessalonians 1:12). 

The Universe is God's handiwork and it is intended to display His glory; we should do whatever we can 
to enhance and declare God's glory.  

"In man it would be selfishness to seek for his own glory, but that is because man is sinful and 
imperfect. To seek for his own glory would be to seek to glorify sinfulness and imperfection. 
But this is not the case with God. He is absolutely sinless and perfect in holiness. For Him to 
aim at His own glory is, therefore, merely to seek, the glory of absolute holiness and sinless 
perfection. There is no-one and nothing higher to glorify." – Thiessen 
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The Glory of God in the Old Testament 

The glory of God was very important to the Israelites because it denoted to them that God was 
especially with them (See Exodus16:10; 24:17; 40:34;  Deuteronomy 5:24). The absence of God's glory 
was viewed as a national tragedy, such as when the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant. 

In Exodus 33:18-23 we have the incident when Moses asks God to show him His glory. Moses is not 
permitted to see the full glory of God because it is so awesome that he would have perished. He is 
placed in the cleft of the rock and is only allowed to look once God's glory has passed by. Moses 
only got a glimpse, but God's glory so affected him that he had to veil his face because the people 
could not stand the radiance. This is in contrast to the New Testament, "And we all, who with unveiled 
faces contemplate the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit." - 2 Corinthians 3:18. (Also see John 1:14). 

Another aspect in the Old Testament is that God's glory uniquely belongs to Him (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11). 

Why Will God Not Yield His Glory? 

God's glory is the value of what He is and He is of ultimate worth and supreme importance. This, of 
course, is not true of the rest of creation. To take glory that belongs by intrinsic right to God alone is 
to share in Satan's original sin - pride, to desire to be as God.  

“… but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know 
me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in 
these I delight,” declares the Lord” - Jeremiah 9:24 

R E F L E C T I O N  
What then does it mean that we can be partakers of God's glory (1 Peter 5:1;) if God doesn't give 
His glory to anyone?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although God cannot impart His intrinsic worth and value to any creature, He does long to share the 
joy of who He is with others. He does want us to have intimate communion in His presence. We cannot 
share in God's glory by our own personal merit but by being linked with the grace of His salvation 
through Christ. 

The final aspect of God's glory in the Old Testament is that it is anticipated that all nations will have 
the opportunity to discover the glory of God. (See Psalm 96:3; Isaiah 66:18). 

NOTES:  
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The Glory of God in the New Testament 

We are taught that Jesus knew the full glory of God in His person before it became veiled in flesh 
(John 17:5). 

Sin has forfeited man's experience of God's glory (Romans 1:21-23; 3:23). Sin causes us to miss out on 
what God has designed for our lives. Sin ruins what God intends for us. That's why Adam and Eve 
suddenly realised that they were naked in the Garden of Eden. Once they had sinned they had lost 
the covering of God's glory. 

We can still know God’s glory (John 17:24; Romans 9:23; 1 Corinthians 2: 7; Hebrews 2:10; 2 Corinthians 
4: 6). We were originally intended to be living demonstrations of God's greatness and goodness. We, 
as mere creatures, can, and should, give glory to the Creator by returning to God's ideals; then we 
honour God. 

Eschatological glory is the hope of every Christian (Romans 5:2; Colossians 1:27; Colossians 3:4;  
1 Corinthians 15:43; Philippians 3:21). Even though we don't deserve it, we will have a share in the 
glory to be revealed. Until that time let us fulfil our responsibility to glorify God. Let us be like the moon, 
which whilst having no light of its own, reflects the light of the sun. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
What does Eschatology mean? 
1. a branch of theology concerned with the final events in the history of the world or of 
humankind 
2. a belief concerning death, the end of the world, or the ultimate destiny of humankind; 
specifically: any of various Christian doctrines concerning the Second Coming, the resurrection of 
the dead, or the Last Judgment.9  
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9 Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
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The Names of God (What is God Called?) 
Names in Israel were never a matter of chance, sentiment or mere identification: they contained a 
record or a hopeful prediction of an individual's character and deeds. Similarly, the names God gives 
Himself reveal His nature and deeds, His relationship to the objects of revelation (those who use the 
names) and the content (message) of that revelation. Some God instituted Himself; others men 
ascribed to Him consequent on a particular experience of Him - but these were inspired by the Spirit 
and included by Him in infallible Scripture. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
There are many names of God, how many of them do you know? List them below along with the 
meaning of the names (if you know them). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Testament 

Primary Names 

• EL (si): ELOHIM (pl) (translated: god: God)(used >2000x & 250x) 

Elohim is the common generic noun for “god” in the Hebrew language. Its root means "strong one", 
the name thus denoting strength: might, a powerful governor of the Universe and Man. Because it 
refers to gods in the widest sense, it is often, when used of the true God, connected to one of His 
attributes (e.g. mercy, in Deuteronomy 4:31) to distinguish Him from other (false) gods. Being the most 
general name of God, it has the least specific significance (meaning). The use of the plural (e.g. in 
Genesis 1:1, 26) indicates not a plurality of gods but a distinction in the Godhead and the later 
revelation of the Trinity. 

• YAHWEH: JAH (abb)(translated: LORD)(used 7000x & 49x) 

Yahweh is God's most personal, unique name, having, therefore, the greatest significance (meaning). 
It is first revealed in Exodus 3:14 (to Moses at the burning bush) but is used retrospectively in Scripture. 
Its revelation at this point in Israel's history gave it special significance and in turn revealed much 
about Israel's God. It is further especially associated with God's holiness (Leviticus 11:44-45), His hatred 
of sin (Genesis 6:3-7) and His gracious provision of redemption (Isaiah 53:1, 5-6, 10). The Jews regarded 
this name as extremely holy; they had such a superstitious dread of the name that they would neither 
write it out in full or take it up on their lips: they wrote instead, YHWH and said ADONAI. The vowels of 
the latter were later placed in the former to make it more pronounceable: YaHoWaH; this was 
anglicised to JEHOVAH. 
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• ADON (si): ADONAI (pl) (translated: Lord) (used 30x & 280x) 

This word was also used for human master-slave relationships (Exodus 21:1-6) and so denoted Lord, 
Sovereign Lord, Master or Owner. Applied to God, it not only conveys God's absolute authority 
(Joshua 5:14; Isaiah 6:8-11), but also His protection.  

Compound Names 

There is virtually an endless list of these, each embroidering on the primary names of EL, YAHWEH or 
both. They are not distinct names in the strict sense but designations, “titles” bestowed on God by 
someone who had just experienced Him in the particular way expressed in the title. 

• On EL:  

EL ELYON, the Most High God (Genesis 14:22, Isaiah 14:14); EL OLAM, the Everlasting God (Genesis 
21:33, Isaiah 40:28); EL SHADDAI, the Almighty God (Genesis 17:1 - the root of "Shaddai" means 
mountain, and so this name denotes “the God as mighty as a mountain”), et al. 

• On YAHWEH:  

YAHWEH-JIREH, the LORD provides (Genesis 22:14); YAHWEH-NISSI, the LORD is my banner (Exodus 
17:15); YAHWEH-SHALOM, the Lord is my peace (Judges 6:24); YAHWEH-SABAOTH, the Lord of hosts 
(1 Samuel 1:3); YAHWEH-MACCADDESHCEM, the LORD my sanctifier (Exodus 31:13); YAHWEH-ROI, 
the LORD my shepherd (Psalm 23:1); YAHWEH-TSIDKENU, the LORD our righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6); 
YAHWEH-SHAMMAH: the LORD is there (Ezekiel 48:35); et al. 

• On BOTH:  

YAHWEH ELOHIM ISRAEL – “the LORD God of Israel” (Judges 5:3); et al. 

Other Names 

On rare occasions names not connected to one of the three primary names are used, but these (like 
YAHWEH above) are normally statements of God's character rather than names. For example: 
“QADOSH ISRAEL, the Holy One of Israel”. 

NOTES:  
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New Testament 

• THEOS  

Greek equivalent for EL: ELOHIM, and thus meaning simply God: gods. 

• KURIOS  

YAHWEH ("I am who I am") is explicated a few times by variations of a descriptive kind ("the Alpha 
and the Omega", "the first and the last", "the beginning and the end", "who was, who is and who is to 
come"). But for the most part, the New Testament writers followed Judaism in substituting (for 
YAHWEH) KURIOS, the Greek equivalent of ADONAI (its root means power). This name thus designates 
God and Christ as the Mighty One, the Lord, the Possessor, the Ruler, the One who has legal power 
and authority over His subjects. 

• PATER 

Greek for "Father" - the New Testament introduced this name as descriptive of a distinct person within 
the Godhead, although "Father" had been used in the Old Testament to designate the special 
theocratic relationship God had with Israel (Deuteronomy 32:6). In the New Testament it is used in the 
general sense of Originator: Creator, or to express the special relationship between the First Person 
of the Trinity and Jesus, or to express the relationship between God and all believers as his spiritual 
children. 

• ABBA 

Appears three times in the New Testament (Mark 14:36; Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6) and in each case 
is followed by its Greek equivalent Pater (see above). It is widely held that this word means “daddy” 
and is a specially intimate and child-like expression. In fact, in the Aramaic of Jesus’ time there simply 
was no other word for father. 
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MODULE 3: THE TRINITY; NATURE AND 
CHARACTER OF HOLY SPIRIT 

The Trinity 

“A term designating one God in three persons.”Although not a biblical term, “the Trinity” 
has been found a convenient designation for the one God self-revealed in Scripture as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It signifies that within the one essence of the Godhead we have 
to distinguish three persons who are neither three gods on the one side, nor three parts or 
modes of God on the other, but co-equally and co-eternally God.” - Elwell 

The trinity is a uniquely Christian concept that is monotheistic. It is not discovered by reason but by 
revelation. That is not to say, however, that it defies reason or is unreasonable. We may have difficulty 
understanding this concept clearly but that should neither surprise nor dismay us. I have actually 
learned to enjoy the fact that I cannot fully explain the Trinity! I love that God has revealed Himself 
in such a way as to allow us to relate to Him, yet, at the same time be beyond our comprehension. 

Some have suggested that the Trinity is a false doctrine, especially as, “no glimpse of a triune author” 
is found in creation (Will Ellery Channing). They argue that nature should reflect the nature of the 
creator, so if the creator is triune then nature should reflect this. 

This is not a valid argument, though I concede that there is no perfect analogy for the trinity in nature. 
At various times people have used the egg (shell, yolk and albumen in one item) or water (steam, 
liquid and ice though one substance) to illustrate the Trinity, but these analogies fall far short of the 
real thing, as we shall see. 

A common symbol for God is a circle within a triangle, to indicate His triune nature. The diagram 
below may prove helpful. 

 

 

We see here that whilst the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are all God (in one essence), the 
Father is neither the Son nor the Holy Spirit; neither is the Son the Holy Spirit. The triangle has unity, yet 
is three-fold without confusion. 

The Athanasian Creed developed to state the orthodox belief of the church in the face of heresy 
(especially Arianism - see later) states, "So the Father is God; the Son is God; the Holy Spirit is God. Yet 
there are not three Gods but one God, neither confounding the persons nor dividing the substance”. 
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Attacks On The Trinity 
It is often more helpful, in trying to understand the Trinity, to rather define what it is not. Therefore, we 
will look at some of the attacks on the Doctrine of the Trinity over the history of the church. 

• It is a pagan concept.  

Many primitive religions did have triads of gods, but not one of these has anything like the Trinity. 

• It is a logical absurdity.  

Of course, it is difficult to understand, but we are finite beings trying to understand an infinite God. 
Also remember that 1x1x1=1. This is not logically absurd. 

• It is a Roman Catholic doctrine.  

Frank Evert suggested that the idea was linked to purgatory, the infallibility of the pope and 
transubstantiation. It is true that this doctrine was established under the Roman Catholic Church 
(the only church in existence in the West for 1,500 years), but that in itself does not make it wrong. 
The Reformers rejected each of the other doctrines mentioned here, but not this. There are also 
many doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church that are correct, but do we reject them simply 
because they are Catholic? Absolutely not. 

All false doctrine in the area of Trinity can be reduced to one of three errors: 

• Oneness without threeness, 
• Threeness without oneness, 
• Oneness and Threeness, but without equality. 

Hence,  two of the major early heresies regarding the Trinity: 

Monarchianism (Literally: “Sole Sovereignty”) 

Stresses the uniqueness and unity of God. There are two expressions of this view: 

Dynamic Monarchianism 

Prior to baptism, Jesus was an ordinary man, though completely virtuous. His baptism, the Spirit/Christ, 
came upon Him, and from that time on He performed miracles. Later (late 3rd Century) Paul of 
Samosata claimed that the logos was not a personal entity. God accomplished His will through the 
man Jesus. In other words, the force of God was in or on the man but the man was not God. This 
view is sometimes referred to as Adoptionism due to the belief of some that Jesus was adopted as 
the Son and/or as God. Dynamic Monarchianism was never hugely popular. 

Modalistic Monarchianism 

By contrast, this view was widespread and popular. This form of Monarchianism seemed to affirm the 
trinity. Modalists could not accept that Jesus was other than the Father, for this would be bitheis’ 
(Bitheism – belief in two Gods). Therefore, they taught that there is one godhead that can variously 
be termed Father, Son and Holy Spirit. These are merely different names for the same person. It was 
a case of one person with three names or roles or activities. In other words, it was God taking on three 
different modes (hence the name). This view was developed most completely by Sabellius – his views 
are often referred to as Sabellianism. Tertullian most effectively handled opposition to Modalism, “the 
father of trinitarianism”. He said Praxeas had done two good things for the devil, “put to flight the 
paraclete and crucified the father.” He argued that God, “was one substance, yet three persons 
with three distinct roles to fill in the divine economy.” 



T3 BIBLE PROGRAMME– IN THE BEGINNING 

30 

Arianism (After Arius of Alexandria 250-336 AD) 

This view taught that only the Father was fully divine; the Son was a lesser being who in turn created 
the Holy Spirit. This was the greatest threat to Christianity and nearly dominated the church. He was 
opposed by Athanasius (296-373AD) who was, himself misrepresented as a Modalist, at the Council 
of Nicea. This Council formulated the orthodox position of the Trinity in the Nicene Creed. Three 
theologians in the 4th Century finished Athanasius’ work (the Cappadocian Fathers) and finally 
defeated Arianism. 

Emphasis on the three essential natures (persons) in the one God freed the Nicene Creed from 
suspicions of Modalism. They also gave an emphasis to the Holy Spirit, who had previously been 
relegated in the debate. 

Trinitarianism was upheld by Augustine and the Council of Constantinople, and later by the Reformers. 
It was never really an issue again – until modern times! 
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The Doctrine of the Trinity 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
While the doctrine was only formally stated for the first time at the Council of Nicea in A.D. 431, 
this does not mean that the church suddenly invented it in that year: the church had always 
believed it. Previously it had been busy establishing other areas of orthodoxy, spreading the 
gospel and facing persecution. However, because it was a difficult doctrine to understand it was 
susceptible to distortion, and a large number of heresies concerning the Trinity which were 
emerging, made a definitive formulation necessary. 
 

Nigel Day-Lewis points out the essential elements that must be held in tension in any definition of the 
Trinity: 

• God is one - single, unique, a unity; there must be no implication of three gods or three separate 
individuals. 

• The distinctness and yet the full deity and equality of the three Persons. The Three fully possess all 
the qualities of the One, equally and without separation. The Three Persons are self-conscious and 
self-directing but, because they share the same substance or nature, they are always in perfect 
agreement and cannot act in opposition to one another. 

• The subordination of the Son and the Spirit to the Father - in relationship (an order of relation), not 
deity. The Son is "begotten" by the Father; the Spirit proceeds from the Father and (although not 
all Christians agree on this) the Son.  

Evidence for the Trinity 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Trinitarianism is monotheistic. Jesus Himself was a monotheist and if we call ourselves followers we 
must hold to this teaching!  
 

Evidence of Oneness 

See Deuteronomy 4:35; 6:4; 32:39; 2 Samuel 7:22; Psalm 86:10; Isaiah 43:10-11; 44:6; 1 Corinthians 8:4; 
Galatians 3:20; Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 2:5; James 2:19. Jesus spoke of the greatest command in 
Mark 12:29; this command begins, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.” (KJV) 

Evidence of Threeness 

There are a number of references where the word “one” is not singular in the simple arithmetical 
sense: See Genesis 2:24, “they will become one” also Genesis 41:25; 1 Kings 22:13; John 17:22; Acts 
4:32; 1 Corinthians 3:8 and Ephesians 2:14. 

Unity can also include more than one person. There are two Hebrew words for “one” – Yachid (only 
one, in an absolute sense) and Achid (united one). The Old Testament consistently uses the word 
Achid. Yachid is used 12 times in the Old Testament, “but not once is it used to denote the unity of 
God” - Ruth Specter. 
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Trinity is Foreshadowed in the Old Testament 

• El is singular for God, Elohim is plural. Elohim is used 10 times more than El when referring to God. 
Though many have argued that this is a “plural of majesty” (denoting His greatness – like the 
“royal we” of Queen Victoria) it should be noted that for example in Genesis 1 Elohim (plural) 
created (singular verb form). Also, it is interesting to note that this "plural of majesty" that has been 
proposed is never used in reference to any royalty. 

• Plural pronouns (let us…) Genesis 1:26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8. Surely fiercely monotheists would have 
been careful to use language that would avoid a belief in polytheism unless directed by the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Dual distinction in conversations (Psalm 2:7; 16:10;  45:6-7; 110:1 cf John 12:28; Hebrews 10:5, 9). 
• Repetition of Divine Names. There are times when names are used as if they distinguish God from 

God. (Genesis 19:24; Psalm 110:1 - Jehovah said to Adonai; Daniel 9:17 – Elohim … Adonai; Hosea 
1:7). 

• Threefold descriptions and benedictions such as in  Deuteronomy 6:4; Numbers 6:24-26; Isaiah 6:2; 
(cf Revelation 4:8. Hodge says that these are an anticipation of the threefold nature of God). 

• The divinity of the Messiah was foretold. He is represented as one with Jehovah and yet distinct 
from Him (Isaiah 9:6; Micah 5:2; Malachi 3:1; Proverbs 30:4). 

• The Angel of God is recognised as God and yet is distinct from Him, indicating two equal persons. 

The Old Testament contains the seed germ of the doctrine of the Trinity that was awaiting the light 
brought to it by the revelation of Jesus. This is an aspect of the mystery spoken about in the New 
Testament (e.g. Romans 16:25). It was never expressed explicitly as this would have led to polytheism 
at that time. 
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Trinity is Clear in the New Testament 

Though no specific Scripture says the Trinity exists, (note 1 John 5:7 is not included in the oldest most 
reliable manuscripts), the message is clear. 

First, in Collective References to All Three Persons of the Trinity. 

• Matthew 28:19 states oneness and three. 
• In the New Testament over 70 passages bring the three into close association; especially the 

baptism of Jesus. (See Luke 1:35; Romans 1:1, 3, 4; 15:30; Ephesians 3:14-17; 4:4-6).  
• Jesus is at God’s right hand. (See Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 

3:1; Hebrews 1:3; 1:13; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:22; Revelation 3:21. How is it possible to sit at your own 
right hand? 

• He took the scroll (Revelation 5:7). 
• Jesus spoke to the Father (John 17:1). The prayer life of Jesus would be a total deception if there 

were no distinction between Him and the Father. 
• Whilst on earth Jesus made reference to the plurality of God (see John 15:24; 2 John 9; John 8:17-

18). He also uses “we” and “our” in John 14:23, and says He wasn’t alone because the Father was 
with Him, see John 8:16, 29; 16:32. 

• In John 14:16, He uses the Greek word allos (“another of the same substance”) when He could 
have used heteros (“another of a different kind”). 

• The Son is God (John 6:27; 1 Peter 1; 2 John 1:1). Though Jehovah’s Witnesses claim this should 
read “a god” as there is no definite article, this is inconsistent with Greek grammar – and with their 
own translation of other parts of John (Hebrews 1:8). 

• The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 6:19 cf 1 Corinthians 3:16). 

Second in Scriptures Which Demonstrate That All Three Persons Are God.  

If we can show that the Son and the Holy Spirit possess the Divine (non-communicable) attributes 
then they must be God, or we are left with three gods. This will be dealt with in the sections on 
Christology and Pneumatology respectively. 

Summary of the Doctrine of Trinity 

“Trinity. Ultimately, this supra-rational truth about the infinite God is beyond the reasoning 
powers of finite man. It is the inability to accept this last point, and the difficulty of the 
concept itself, that has led to this doctrine being surrounded by more error and 
misunderstanding than any other.” - Nigel Day-Lewis  

F O C U S  P O I N T  
It has also been said of this Doctrine: 
“Try to explain it and you’ll lose your mind. But try to deny it and you’ll lose your soul.” 
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The Father 
As we will deal specifically with the second and third persons of the Godhead separately, I feel it 
necessary to briefly explain the role of the first person of the Trinity here. I have used material here 
from Nigel Day-Lewis’s, “Survey of Christian Doctrine”. 

The Father is the First Person of the Trinity, known and delineated in Scripture particularly with respect 
to: 

His Relationships 

• By Creation: the Father of all men (Acts 17:29). A Creator - Creature relationship; not a spiritual 
relationship. 

• By Covenant: the Father of Israel (Exodus 4:22). Both a spiritual relationship (with believing 
Israelites) and a governmental relationship (with all Israelites). 

• By Incarnation: the Father of Jesus (Matthew 3:17). 
• By Redemption: the Father of all who believe in Christ (John 20:17; Romans 8:14-17; Galatians 3:26 

-4:7; 1 John 3:1). 

His Works 

Almost everything God does involves in some way or other all the Members of the Trinity (necessarily, 
because God is one). So when we speak of the particular works of the Father, we are not excluding 
the other Persons but simply delineating those things that seem to be the prerogative of the Father 
in a special way. 

• The Author of the salvific plan or decree of God (Psalm 2:7-9). 
• The Author of salvation and election (Ephesians 1:3-6). 
• The Sender of the Son to this world and the orchestrator of His mission (John 5:37). 
• The Disciplinarian of His children (Hebrews 12:9). 
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The Holy Spirit 
In the past, the Holy Spirit has often been the “forgotten Person” in the Trinity. Evidence of His Deity is 
found in Scripture, through which we can show that He possesses the same attributes as God: 

• Eternity (Hebrews 9:14) 
• Omnipresence (Psalm 139:7) 
• Omniscience (Isaiah 40:13-14 cf Romans 11:34 cf 1 Corinthians 2:10-11) 
• Omnipotence (Romans 15:18-19; 1 Corinthians 12:11; Luke 1:35-37) 

The consciousness of the reality of the Holy Spirit is evident throughout Scripture. From Genesis to 
Revelation mention is made of His Person and His work. In fact, there are very few books in the Bible 
that do not mention the Holy Spirit. We can certainly gain very good insight into His Person and work 
through what is available in Scripture. 

Scripture Informs Us that the Holy Spirit Possesses: 

• Intelligence and wisdom (Romans 8:27; 1 Corinthians 2:10; Ephesians.1: 17; Is 11:2),  
• Feeling/emotion (Ephesians 4: 20; Isaiah 63:10),  
• Will (1 Corinthians12: 11). 

He also: 

• Communicates (Acts 8:29, 11:12, 13:2,4),  
• Permits (Acts 16:6,7),  
• Strives with unbelievers (Genesis 6: 3),  
• Speaks to the churches (Revelation 2:7,11). 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
It is important for us to recognise that the Holy Spirit is not some impersonal force or power, nor is 
He a mystical, invisible vapour. He has distinct personality traits and possesses character. 
Although He cannot be separated from the Trinity, He still has unique functions. He is the One 
who draws people to God and convicts them of sin. He is the One who reveals Jesus Christ and 
endues the believer with power. Yet, He also works in perfect harmony and co-operation with the 
Godhead. 
 

The reality of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers in the Old and New Testaments is 
very evident. There was no uncertainty regarding His presence and power.  

"Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and He blew a trumpet…” - Judges 6:34 

God confirmed to Moses that Bezalel was filled with His Spirit (Exodus 31:1-3). In a similar manner, we 
can go throughout the Bible and find men and women who have had a definite experience with 
the Holy Spirit. 

We need to distinguish between the various meanings of the word "Spirit". Too many times the word 
Spirit has a rather vague meaning, so also the word and concept of Holy Spirit. Earlier translations of 
the Bible used the words "Holy Ghost" and it is perfectly acceptable because "ghost" means "spirit". 
However, later "ghost" came to be associated with the spirit of a dead person and so most recent 
Bible translations use the word "spirit" when speaking about the Holy Spirit. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
It should be noted that the Hebrew and Greek words for spirit have similar meanings, although it 
hasn't been easy for Bible scholars to translate the Hebrew word for spirit, ruach because it has 
up to 33 different shades of meaning. The Greek word for spirit, pneuma has four different 
interpretations, which are dependent on the context of the Scripture. 
 
The three basic interpretations for the words ruach and pneuma are “breath”, “wind”, and 
“spirit”. Prime examples are found in Psalm 104:4 and 135:7, as compared to Isaiah 57:16 and 
59:19. This variation is also visible in the New Testament e.g. John 3:8. 
 

In the Old Testament, the separate personality of the Holy Spirit is not fully revealed. As far as the Old 
Testament believers were concerned the Holy Spirit was God's power or personal presence in action. 
The Spirit was regarded as, “life energy or life-giving energy”, that emanates from God alone. The 
New Testament goes beyond this and reveals Him to be God because He possesses Divine nature 
and exhibits Divine characteristics. 
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The Spirit As An Agent of Creation Shows His Deity 

The Holy Spirit is very quickly introduced into the Biblical narrative, "... and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters" (Genesis 1:2). No explanation is given for His origin or position as Deity. The 
knowledge of God and the Holy Spirit is accepted without question. The writer makes a singular effort 
to stress that the Holy Spirit was present when God began the work of creation.  

Many Old Testament believers thought of the Holy Spirit as the breath of God. One can understand 
the reason for this when one looks at how God "spoke" the world into existence and how He 
"breathed" into man the breath of life. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Consider the following: 
Elihu, in Job 33:4, has no uncertainty regarding the role of the Holy Spirit in creation -"The Spirit of 
God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life."  
 
The Psalmist echoes this belief in Psalm 33:6, “By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
their starry host by the breath of His mouth." (ruach ) 
 
Psalm 104:30, is further confirmation of the creating and sustaining role of the Holy Spirit, "When 
you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. " 
 

God's power, word, and wisdom were all involved in the work of creation. But the work as a whole 
was the result of the perfect co-operation of the Trinity. 

Genesis 1:2 "... the Spirit of God was hovering..." Some Bible translations have, "a mighty wind” in place 
of "Spirit of God." The Hebrew word for hovering is merachepheth,  it expresses the idea of a brooding 
mother hen gently shepherding her young or patiently incubating her chicks. This picture comes to 
light in the only other verse that uses this word - Deuteronomy 32:11. Substituting, "mighty wind" for 
"Spirit of God" would make this verse meaningless and a contradiction. How does a mighty wind 
hover? 

Some find a parallel between the Holy Spirit hovering creatively over the waters and in the 
overshadowing of Mary. Out of the latter Divine act, Jesus was conceived (Luke 1: 35). 

This act of continuous hovering over the waters does imply that the Holy Spirit is separate from 
creation and, in fact, over it and not in it. He was there and involved during the old creation and is 
certainly present and involved in the new creation. 

In Genesis 1:26, God establishes that humans are to be made in His image. This image is certainly not 
the physical part of man because God is Spirit. It may well refer to His spiritual nature, righteousness, 
holiness, and knowledge. Unlike animals, humans are created with the capacity for these things and 
it is in these things that we show the image of God. 

“Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness …” - Genesis 1:16 

Here again, by implication, one sees the work of the Trinity in perfect co-operation in the creation of 
man. 
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Genesis 2:7, explains how God breathed into Man "the breath of life" and Man "became a living 
being." The Hebrew text uses the plural form of life and speaks of "the breath of lives." It refers to the 
full-flowing characteristic of life and its Source. This indeed was an impartation of physical and spiritual 
life by the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit is continuing His work of creating and sustaining both physical and spiritual life. Job 34:14-
15 and Psalm 105:30 show the continued work of the Holy Spirit. He continues to create and 
sustain/uphold the Universe and life.  

The Holy Spirit Closely Linked to Jesus’ Ministry Shows His Deity 

Jesus is the unique Man of the Spirit. His unequalled endowment of the Spirit was proof of His 
Messiahship. He did not just display the possession of the Spirit in the way He performed miracles but 
also uniquely dispensed that Spirit to His disciples. 

Erickson says; "When we examine the life of Jesus we find a pervasive and powerful 
presence and activity of the Spirit throughout." 

His Birth 

The Holy Spirit is so closely linked to Jesus that even the very beginning of His incarnate existence was 
a work of the Holy Spirit; it was announced to Mary by the angel Gabriel that the baby to be born to 
her would be conceived by the Holy Spirit.  

• "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you." -  
Luke 1:35 

• "What is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit." - Matthew 1:20 
• "She was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit." - Matthew 1:18 (ESV) 
• "Therefore when Christ came into the world, he said: 'Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

but a body you prepared me …" - Hebrews 10:5 
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His Baptism 

See Mark 1:9-11; Matthew 3:16; Luke 3:21&22; John 1:32-33. 

Mark actually begins His gospel with the story of the baptism. There was an expectation that the Old 
Testament predictions of a new age would be fulfilled by a renewal of the Spirit. Therefore, the Voice 
from Heaven coupled with the descent of the Spirit in the form of a dove at Jesus’ baptism was very 
significant. No wonder Mark commences his gospel with this event that ushers in the Messianic era. 
All of Israel's kings were anointed and it was expected that the Messianic Kingdom would even more 
so be heralded by a king full of the Spirit. 

John's Gospel in chapter 1:32 and 33 gives a further insight into the significance of Jesus' baptism for 
the outpouring of the Spirit. “Then John gave this testimony 'I saw the Spirit come down from heaven 
as a dove and remain on him.'" Jesus' anointing was permanent, the Spirit remained on Him. 

“And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man 
on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.” 
John saw the Spirit descend on Jesus and was aware of the Messianic implication. John could now 
recognise Jesus as the One who baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

When the Spirit came upon Jesus, He was given the Spirit in full measure. John 3:34, "For God gives 
the Spirit without limit." Jesus was so full of the Spirit that He was known as the Anointed One (Acts 
4:26,27; Hebrews 1:9). 

When Jesus went to Nazareth He entered the Synagogue and was asked to give a reading. He read 
from the prophet Isaiah 61:1-2a, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.” Then He added, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4:21) 

Jesus was able to perform His authoritative teaching and miraculous ministry because of the 
empowering of the Spirit. Jesus did not rely on His own Deity for His ministry but upon the Spirit to show 
us the secret of living and ministering in the Spirit whilst in the flesh. "How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God was with him." (Acts 10:38). 
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The Binding of Demons 

(See Matthew 12:22-32 and Luke 11:20). 

On this occasion when Jesus healed a demoniac the Pharisees maintained that Jesus cast out 
demons by Beelzebub, the prince of demons. Jesus pointed out the internal contradiction with this 
statement and then countered with, "But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 
Kingdom of God has come upon you. " (Matthew 12:28 - ESV). Luke has Jesus doing the exorcism by 
the finger of God. His condemnation of the Pharisees' words as blasphemy against the Spirit and His 
warning, "… but to him who to the Holy Spirit did speak evil, it shall not be forgiven " (Luke 12:10 - YLT) 
are evidence that which Jesus had just done was through the power of the Spirit. Jesus was saying 
that He wasn't the personal causation of the exorcism, rather it was the work and power of the  
Holy Spirit. 

Jesus Sustained by the Spirit 

Jesus went through suffering and ridicule during the events of Gethsemane, the trial and Calvary that 
we will never be able to understand. We will never be able to fathom the depths of physical, mental 
and spiritual anguish that Jesus felt at the cross. Jesus was sustained at that time by the Spirit – 
Hebrews 9:14, "Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God." (BSB) 

Raised by the Spirit 

"And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who lives in you." - 
Romans 8:11 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit .- 1 Peter 3:18- 19 

We can see clearly therefore that the New Testament and Old Testament undeniably represent the 
Holy Spirit as a Person and as God. 
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MODULE 4: THE NATURE  
OF CHRIST 

“Who is this?” - Luke 8:25b 

This is the question we are seeking to answer in this section. The person of Christ is the very centre of 
our faith. Christianity is only real when we are looking at the living Person of Jesus Christ. If we accept 
anything less than the Biblical Christ, we may as well throw out Christianity. Even many atheists 
recognise Christ in some form – even if just as a man. 

It is key to note that in this section we will deal with the Person, rather than the work of Christ. 

The Deity of Christ 

Was Jesus Just a Great Teacher, or God Himself? 

If Jesus is God then He possesses the attributes of God. For example: 

• He must be immutable (Hebrews 13:18) 
• He must be eternal (John 1:12; Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:10 etc.) 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
The Nicene Creed of 325 A.D, written to combat Arianism (the Son is somehow less than or 
created by the Father) affirms: 
 
"We believe in one God, the Father All-Sovereign, 
Maker of all things both visible and invisible,  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,  
Begotten of the Father, as only-begotten God from God,  
That is from the being of the Father,  
Light from Light, Very God from Very God,  
Begotten, not made, Sharing one being with the Father,  
By means of whom all things came into being ...  
And those who say there was once when He was not,  
And before He was begotten He was not,  
and that He came into being out of nothing,  
or assert that the Son of God is of a different  
essence or being, or cheated, or capable of change  
or alteration - the Catholic Church anathematises." 
 

• He must be omnipresent (Matthew 28:20). 
• He must be omniscient (John 16:30; 21:17; 1 Kings 8:39 cf John 2:24 - 25; Revelation 2:23). 
• He must be omnipotent (Philippians 3:21; Matthew 28:18; Colossians 2:9). 
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• He must be eternal (pre-existent). The pre-incarnate state of Christ refers to His Deity and pre-

existence. Because it raises the fact of His deity, we need to establish this:  

○ Shows a clear intimation of His pre-existence (John 8:23) 
○ Infers that He still has an eternal consciousness, “One who has come down from heaven 

who is in heaven” - John 3:13 ((KJV)  
○ The firstborn/first begotten. This title is used seven times in the New Testament for Christ. 

When used in these verses in Colossians it shows He existed before all creation (to express 
the eternal existence), not to speak of a time when He was not. It actually endorses His 
Deity; it does not undermine it (Colossians 1:15, 16). 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
What is true of God must be true of Christ to the “same degree of infinite perfection” - Colossians 
1:15. This shows that Jesus is exactly like the Father. 
 

• John equates the Father and Son (see John 5:23). The New Testament undoubtedly presents Jesus 
Christ as God, e.g. Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:3; Romans 8:3.  

○ The fullness of God in bodily form. (2 Corinthians 5:29; Colossians 2:9)  
○ Jesus is given equality with the Father (Romans 1:7; Colossians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:11) 
○ This is a picture of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

(NOTE: In the Jewish mindset, when you claim to be someone's son you put yourself on an equal basis 
as that person, not subordinate but equal. It is making a claim to the Name of God). 
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Divine Names and Descriptions that Reveal the Deity of Christ 

• Logos was very important to Greek and Jewish minds. The Jews had already begun to see the 
Word through the book of Proverbs. Greeks had defied the logos (John 1:1-18).  

• Jesus Christ identical to God (John 1:1).  
• Jesus Christ as eternal as God (John 1:1). 
• Jesus Christ eternally present with God (John 1:2). 
• Jesus Christ Creator of all things (John 1:3). 
• Jesus Christ is the Source of life, the Fountain of all Knowledge - the Light. (John 1:4) 
• Jesus Christ / the Word became flesh (John 1:14). 

R E F L E C T I O N  
What does logos mean? 
“The divine word or reason incarnate in Jesus Christ” 10  
Reference: John 1:1-14. 
 

John 1:14,18; 3:16,18 - “only begotten.” This title caused much controversy. The title actually refers to 
the eternal relationship between Father and Son. Begotten doesn’t mean, “made”. The Greek mono 
genus occurs nine times in the New Testament. It refers to Isaac in Hebrews 11:17, the widow’s son in 
Luke 7:12 and also see Luke 8:42; 9:38 and 1 John 4:9. 

Septuagint (abbreviated as LXX: the Greek Translation of the Old Testament) used this word in 
place of Yachid – “only one”. This term derives from genos – “origin /race /stock”. The words “only 
Son” would really suffice, or His, “one of a kind son.” Please note that Abraham did have another 
son, one other than Isaac, but not of the same type. Jesus had the same essence/ substance as 
God (known as consubstantiality, i.e. Jesus is everything that God is and He alone is this). 

• The image of the Father. The Son shows exactly what God is like. Jesus bears the exact imprints 
of that Divine nature and character of God (Hebrews 1:3). 

• “God” (Elohim God and Jehovah – Lord)( Isaiah 40:3).  Significant title of God – Jehovah, is given 
to God. 

• “Mighty God, Everlasting Father” (interesting title for Jesus Christ) (Isaiah 9:6-7). These titles are 
descriptive of His character – throughout eternity. 

• Psalm 72 - Same context as above. 
• “Emmanuel” (Isaiah 7:14) – God with us (Matthew 1:23) 
• “My Lord and my God”(John 20:28). 
• “…God, which He bought with His own blood” (Acts 20:28) 
• The passage gives importance of the title, yet it’s freely applied to Christ. Jehovah is definitely 

singular (Isaiah 42:8). 

R E F L E C T I O N  
See also: Zechariah 12:10 cf. Revelation 1:7; Psalm 102 cf Hebrews 1:10-12; Jeremiah 23:5-6 cf 1 
Corinthians 1:30; Psalm 68:18 cf Ephesians 4:8-10; Isaiah 8:13-14 cf 1 Peter 2:7-8; Isaiah 6:1-13 cf 
John 12:41. 
 

                                                        
10 dictionary.com 
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Many Testify to His Deity: 

John the Baptist: John 1:29 - 34; John 3:30 - 31 

Christ Himself: Matthew 16:16 -19 

• Matthew 16:16-19. Amazing stand of authority 
• John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life”. He made Himself an object of faith. 
• John 16. He is the one that will send the Holy Spirit. 
• Matthew 28:18, “All power is given unto me….” 
• John 10:30, “I and my Father are one <thing>.” There is unity of essence and being.  
• Matthew 14:33. Disciples worshipped Him 
• John 9:38. Blind men worshipped Him 
• Matthew 28:9; 15:25. Accepted worship 

Jesus presented Himself in such a way that He could be seen as an object of faith or worship:   

• John 12:44; 6. Believe in Him whom He has sent. 
• John 8:24; Matthew 10:32-33; John 11:25-26. He says that He is the Source of life. 

He exercised functions that are peculiarly Divine: 

• Mark 2:1-12. He forgave sin. 
• Matthew 26:28. His blood will be shed for the forgiveness of sin. 
• John 5:22. He claims He will judge the world. 
• Matthew 7:21- 22. Our future is determined by our relationship with Him. 
• Matthew 25:31-46. Test of man is to be seen in His attitude towards Jesus. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
The Jesus of history (i.e. the Jesus of the Bible) is the same Jesus (the Jesus of our faith) that we 
worship today. All aspects of His character and person have not changed and will not change - 
Hebrews 13:8. 
 

Evidence from Resurrection 

• John 10:17-18 Authority to lay down His life and to take it up again. Master of 
• Matthew 27:63  life and death. 
• Matthew 28:6, “He is risen as He said”. 
• John 20:30-31. By believing, you will have life in His Name. 

Voices from Heaven 

• Matthew 3:17. Baptism. 
• Mark 9:7. Transfiguration.  
• John 12:28. Father answers Him, “I have brought glory to it and will do it again.” 

The Confession of Evil Spirits 

• Mark 1:24. 
• Mark 5:7. 
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The Impressions of Jesus’ Contemporaries 

• Luke 23:42. He affected the thief on the cross by His character. 
• Luke 23:47. The Centurion was convicted. 
• Matthew 16:16. 

Peter:  “You are the Christ          It was His Person that led to  
Thomas: “My Lord and my God         these statements. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
How does your view of the Biblical Christ affect your relationship with Him, or how you respond to 
Him in your daily life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creatorship of Christ as an Aspect of His Deity 

Colossians 1:15-17, “He is Creator of all things”. Hebrews 1:3; 10 - He had an important role in creation. 
All things were created “in Him.” This refers to Him being the model/prototype, the archetype. They 
were made “by Him” and “unto Him”… (He is the aim and the end of all existence). All things “hold 
together” in Him. 

We can clearly see then that throughout the Old and New Testament, the Deity of Christ is repeatedly 
affirmed. 
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Incarnation and Virgin Birth 
“The Incarnation and Virgin Birth” refer to Christ’s entry into human life, from both the human and 
Divine side. This section will also show the humanity of Christ compared to Divinity (as shown already). 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Definition of Incarnation: 
“the doctrine that the second person of the Trinity assumed human form in the person of Jesus 
Christ and is completely both God and man.”11 
Reference Hebrews 2:14 
 

Incarnation is a fact that is quite clearly presented in the Scriptures, see John 1:1-8; 1 John 4:2-3; (a 
test of Christianity in the early church); Galatians 4:4; Romans 8:3; 1 Timothy 3:16. 

• Incarnation rests on the deity and pre-existence of the Son. 
• Incarnation is an act of the Second Person of the Trinity. 
• Incarnation isn’t something that just happened. It was an active decision, not a passive one. 
• Incarnation was made necessary by sin. 

We need to understand its redemptive purpose, see John 3:16; Galatians 4:4-5; 1 John 3:8,  
Luke 19:10. 

The result of the Incarnation: The Word became flesh, but did not cease to be God. He was the same 
before and after the incarnation in terms of position within the Godhead; He didn't cease to exist. 
We have a clear record throughout Scripture that Jesus remained fully God and remained fully active 
in His state of incarnation. He chose, however, to live in obedience to the Father.  

F O C U S  P O I N T  
This is the greatest mystery of our Christian faith. He didn’t change into flesh; He took on an 
additional form but not an additional person. He had to be one with mankind. He couldn’t be a 
new type of creature and He had to come out of our race. If Christ had only been like Man, He 
wouldn’t have been able to save Man. Half of the New Testament is dedicated to the life and 
works of Jesus Christ – the incarnate Son of God. 
 
See John 1:14; 4:2 - After the resurrection, even now, Jesus still has a human nature. 
 

NOTES:  
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11 Dictionary.com 
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Virgin Birth 

The human race was doomed to die because of sin (Romans 5:12), BUT God promised redemption 
through the seed of woman (Genesis 3:15 - note the promise of redemption even preceded the 
curse). There was to be a “second Adam” who would enter the race as Redeemer, to fulfil the 
purposes of God (1 Corinthians 15:47). The first was from the earth, the second from Heaven. How 
shall He enter? 

• He had to have a human body, soul and spirit, 
• He couldn’t take possession of a person because then He would merely be indwelling, 
• He had to be a union of the Divine Person with human nature and not with a human person 

because otherwise, He would not have possessed humanity, 
• He couldn’t have a human mother and father because in such a case He would have a sinful 

nature and have to suffer punishment, 
• He was born of a virgin conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Mary conceived according to the natural law of motherhood, but by miraculous agency. 
Therefore, Jesus Christ possessed all the properties of humanity, except sin. Inherited depravity is a 
consequence of natural descent from Adam. Christ's birth was not a natural descent but a co-
joining of human nature with Deity. 
 
Luke 1:35 precludes the sinful nature of Mary (her seed was not used). The generating principle of 
the Holy Spirit remains a mystery (i.e. how did it happen?), but then so does the natural principle. 
The work of the Holy Spirit was not one of a progenitor (father) but of a Creator; the Holy Spirit 
begat the humanity of Jesus Christ.  
 
Some have thought that Mary provided what was necessary to make Jesus human, and the Holy 
Spirit His Deity. This is incorrect. Nobody provided Jesus with His Deity; He is the eternal Second 
Person of the Trinity!  
 

Finally, we see that Jesus’s entry was from heaven, not from the earth like the first Adam (1 Corinthians 
15:47). He overcame sin and temptation, not as Man, not as Deity, but as the “God-man”. 

The virgin birth was recorded in Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-35. The rest of the New Testament is 
fairly quiet on the virgin birth, because there was no need for it. Their preaching was that Christ was 
raised from the dead. Apparent silence does not mean that nothing is said, as He is obviously Deity, 
so, therefore, there would be a need for a miraculous birth. Also, there are references from the Old 
Testament to a virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14).  

• The second man from heaven (1 Corinthians 15:47). 
• Heading up the human race, “again” (Romans 5:12, 19) 
• See Galatians 4:4 - born of a woman (cf Genesis 3:15). This is different from other terms used. Word 

born is “became”. The same precise care is taken in other references. 

We have to accept that birth is supernatural or He is no saviour. 
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The Two Natures of Christ 
Two natures united in one person (“a theanthropic nature”). Our tendency can be that in trying to 
define this we can end up with two people: so take care. Jesus was at the same time 100% God, and 
100% Man (not half and half). 

The Humanity of Christ 

• He had a natural birth (Matthew 1:18; Galatians 4:4), but it is also clear that He was more than a 
mere baby. (See the testimony of Simeon and of Anna - Luke 2:25-36). 

• He underwent human development (Luke 2:52), 

"If we are to be true to the New Testament representations we must recognise clearly the 
human conditions of the earthly life of Christ. Our Lord's human life was subject to the laws 
of growth. Christ's conformity to the law of growth was not an element of imperfection but 
of human perfection. There is no stage at which an ideal or perfect human life can become 
static. When growth ceases, decline begins. A perfect life lived under the conditions of time 
and space must have succession, novelty of experience, accumulated wisdom, moral 
reserve, expanding the horizon, and deepening of the spiritual consciousness. All these 
were present in the unfolding of the unique consciousness of Jesus. It is apparent, therefore, 
that if we witness in Jesus a real incarnation, we must accept the human conditions under 
which it took place."12 

•  He had the essential elements of a human, including body, soul and spirit. (Hebrews 10:5; John 
2:21; Matthew 26:38; John 12:27; Luke 23:46). 

We must emphasise that Jesus had a true body: By "true body" we mean a material body, 
composed of flesh and blood, in everything essentially like the bodies of ordinary men. It was not 
a phantasm or a mental representation of an object; or a mere semblance of a body. The 
Gnostics, self-styled "knowing ones", denied the true humanity of our Lord. Cerinthus, as we have 
observed, denied that there was any true incarnation of God. In his view God never became 
man. Contemporary with the Cerinthian form of the denial of the incarnation, there existed a 
sect called Docetists, so named from the Greek word dokeo, meaning, “to appear, or to seem 
to be”. According to the Docetists, Christ's body was not material in any sense: it was formed of 
some ethereal substance and was of the nature of a phantasm.  These notions, of course, were 
inherited from the speculative idea of Greek philosophy that could not allow any connection 
between God and what they regarded as inherently evil "matter". It was against Cerinthus and 
also the Docetists that St John wrote in his First Epistle:  

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God; every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God: and every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God:  and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the 
world." - 1 John 4:1-3 (KJV) 

Also, He was given human names – i.e. Jesus. He had the sinless infirmities/peculiarities of the 
human nature e.g. He got tired (John 4:6), He got hungry (Matthew 4:2, 21:18); He got thirsty 
(John 19:28); He needed sleep (Matthew 8:24). 

 

                                                        
12 Dr E.T. Mullins, "The Christian Religion," pp.187-188 
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• He was referred to as a man many times: He used the term Himself (John 8:40). In John 1:30, John 
the Baptist refers to Him as a man; in Acts 2:22 Peter refers to Him as a man and in Acts 13:38 Paul 
calls Him a man. 

• In the claims He made about Himself, Christ endeavoured to reveal Himself as fully man: 

○ Physical experiences of mankind; possession of a real body (Mark 14:8). 
○ On the cross, He revealed Himself as man e.g. "I thirst" (John 19:28). 
○ After the resurrection, He still had human frame (Luke 24:39-43). 
○ Christ marvelled at the faith of the centurion – that’s how fully He entered into the human 

experience (Luke 7:9). 
○ He doesn’t know the hour. (Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32). 
○ He didn’t know who had touched Him. (Mark 5:25-34). 
○ He found no fruit after He walked to the tree (Mark 11:12-13). 
○ He questioned, “Where have you put Lazarus?” (John 11:34). 

R E F L E C T I O N  
He marvelled, discovered and grew. Yet, if this is true and there is an apparent lack of 
omniscience here, does that not contradict Scriptures regarding His Deity? (See Kenosis Theory 
later.) 
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• He went through sorrow and distress (John 12:37; 11:33; Mark 26:33-34; Luke 12:15; Matthew 27:46). 
• Jesus’ own words/actions:  (Matthew 4:4; 11:19; John 8:40) The title Son of Man is used more than 

80 times in the Gospels. 
• Scripture (Gospel’s) testimony. The limitations He had were self-imposed. They were self-

limitations. He still chose, often, to reveal Himself as God. Jesus craved companionship. He was 
tempted. He lived by dependence on God, by prayer and constantly in communion with the 
Father. 

○ It was common to be baptised at this time, as a covering for sin, to identify submission to 
God. All those who really wanted to follow God would get baptised (John 3). 

○ He was baptised to fulfil all righteousness, to do all that the Father required. Jesus didn’t 
need to be baptised but did it in obedience to the Father (Matthew 3:15). 

○ The testimony of Pilate (John 19:5). 
○ The blind beggar (John 9:11).  
○ The villagers of Nazareth (Mark 6:3, Paul - Romans 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:8; 2 Corinthians 13:4). 
○ Christ our new representative (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45-47). 
○ The man Christ Jesus (Romans 5:18-19; 1 Timothy 2:5). 

• Christ’s revelation was not just total humanity. There was more to it than that. There is a revelation 
of a unique relationship e.g. John 8:12 

○ The Sermon on the Mount. He spoke with authority as He “laid aside” the law  
(Matthew 5 - 7). 

○ One greater than the temple. Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:6). 
○ Sometimes His glory was revealed (John 1:14 cf Matthew 17:2). 
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Significant Titles for Christ (Those Used to Give Us a Clearer Picture) 

Son of Man 

Not a new phrase to the Jews – In the Old Testament it simply means Man (Numbers 23:19; Psalm 8:4; 
Isaiah 56:2, often in Ezekiel). It gives us a true reflection of the humanity of Christ; He was truly man. 

BUT also a significant section: Daniel 7:13-14 gives a clear presentation of Son of Man being the 
Messiah. The Jews had recognised this title in its glorified sense. One cannot help but see that in using 
this title, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah (Matthew 26:64; 24:30). 

This title is significant. It identifies Himself totally as human and as God. It presents Him as the suffering 
servant in Isaiah but also as the glorified Lord in Daniel. 

Son of God 

Also, a title the Jews understood. In the Old Testament it was used sometimes of angels, often used 
of men – a Godly race. It was also used in regard to the whole nation of Israel. As far as Jews were 
concerned, He could justifiably use this title. But the context He used it in adds to this. You equate 
yourself with a person if you call yourself his son – you claim equal status. This is what Jesus meant. He 
identifies that, in a sense, He was “separated from” mankind. He uses this in an exclusive sense – His 
relationship with God. He NEVER uses it in the Old Testament sense! 

Christ (Equivalent of Messiah) 

Christ means, “anointed”. He didn’t refer to Himself as Christ very often but willingly acknowledged 
that the title belongs to Him. The main reason He did not use this title often was because the Jews of 
the time had a misconception of who the Messiah would be. They would have tried to force kingship 
upon Him, in a human sense, to drive out the Romans. 

• “Christ” - there is only ONE Christ. We can’t refer back to any others; He is “Saviour” (within context 
of the title “Christ,). (See Titus 3:6; 1 John 1:7; Colossians 1:14; 2 Peter 1:1; Hebrews 5:9). 

• “Sovereign”- He is appointed to headship: 1 Corinthians 15:24, Ephesians 1:22, Revelation 19:16, 
“to be judge of all the earth,” 2 Corinthians 5:10 & 2 Timothy 4:8. 

• “Lord” - Brought into New Testament from Old Testament through LXX. Jehovah was called Lord 
in the Old Testament; Jehovah was Lord of His people. This was a higher use of this Old Testament, 
proper name for Jehovah. We need to understand the force of this title because it then shows 
the power and glory of Jesus. (Romans 10:13 cf Joel 2:32; Romans 14:11 cf Isaiah 45:22-24; 1 
Corinthians 2:16 cf Isaiah 40:13; 1 Corinthians 1:31 cf Jeremiah 9:24; 1 Corinthians 10:22 cf 
Deuteronomy 32:21). When Paul uses kurios he’s referring to the exalted state of Christ.  Christ 
always refers to Himself as a single Person. Attributes and powers of both natures are described 
in a singular man (1 Timothy 2:5). 

• He needed to be man to be high priest and mediator. Incarnation marked the beginning of a 
“new and unique person – the theanthropic person.” Prior to conception, only the “logos” existed. 
(Hebrews 2:17). 

• Fullness in one Body. He retained His Deity. It was not tarnished or injured by His humanity. 
(Colossians 2:9) 

  



T3 BIBLE PROGRAMME– IN THE BEGINNING 

52 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Sin was not an integral part of His nature. Neither is it an intrinsic part of human nature – it’s “an 
intrusion”. Like Christ, Adam was born without sin. The joining of humanity with Deity is a means to 
our redemption. We can find a relationship with God through Christ’s mediatorial work. 
 

Perfect God and Perfect Man 

Since man had sinned, it was necessary that the penalty should be borne by man. At the same time, 
He had to be a sinless man, for otherwise, He could not atone for the sins of others. He also had to 
be God. 

Controversies in the Past 

• Ebionites:  A first Century Jewish sect denied His divine nature. They claimed He was a mere man 
with an amazing relationship with God. He had the power of God. Many of them were Gnostics; 
Cerinthus believed Jesus and Christ were separate, that Jesus was an ordinary man; Christ was a 
Spirit that descended upon Him at His baptism. Christ departed at the cross leaving Jesus to suffer 
as a man (in effect he was talking about possession).  

• Monarchianism (see Doctrine of God) 
• Arianism (see Doctrine of God) 

Modern Attacks on the Orthodox View 

• Schlieirmicher: A German theologian, believed that Jesus was only a human but one who 
possessed a “God consciousness” of a unique kind. He believed Jesus is actually a representation 
of the ideal human being whose mission it was to bring other men into the same relationship as 
he had. 

• Kant: He believed Christ is the embodiment of an ethical idea; that we mustn’t put faith in Christ 
but in the ideal that Christ represents. 

• Ritschl: Believed that the work of Christ gives Christ the dignity of His person. 
• Even today, lots of " isms":  Jehovah Witnesses, Christian Science, Christadelphians … etc. 
• All major heresies regarding the nature of Christ do one of two things. They either deny His Deity 

or His humanity. 
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The Character of Christ 
Christ displayed a character beyond description, but one that we should seek to imitate. He was 
balanced: 

• Holy Indignation (John 2:16) 
• Searching Judgement (Luke 6:10; 20:17) 
• Tenderness and Mercy (John 8:7; Luke 22:61) 

“Strong in physique and balanced in mind, an early riser and self-controlled, our Lord 
revealed a personality that was full of manhood and human grace” - Otto Borchert 

Fearless Courage 

• Touched the leper (Mark1:41) 
• Faced death (Luke 9:51) 
• Walked through the mob (Luke 4:30) 
• Faced hostile crowds (John 8:59) 
• He never hesitated to rebuke sin and hypocrisy. He performed God’s will with courage and with 

conviction (Mark 3:2-4) 
• Fearlessly upheld God’s principles (Mark 8:11-13) 
• Courageous, without compromise (Matthew 22:18, 21; 21:31) 

Tenderness and Grace 

• Children were at home with Him (Mark 10:13-16) 
• Common people listened to Him (Mark 12:37) 
• Soldiers came to Him (John 7:46) 
• Crowds followed Him (Luke 4:22) 
• John loved Him (John 1:14) 
• He endured unspeakable sorrow (John 11:35) 
• Heaviness at Gethsemane (Mark 14:33) 
• In time of agony and imminent death, which He had foreknown, He still manages to speak of joy 

to His disciples (John 15:11; Hebrews 12:2) 

Sinless 

“The word sinless presents that important feature of His life by which He is so ‘other than ourselves’ 
and therefore able to be our saviour.” 

Christ’s sinlessness is portrayed throughout the New Testament. See 1 Peter 2:22; Acts 3:14;  
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 3:5; 2:1; Hebrews 4:15; 7:2 &6; 9:14; Matthew 3:14. 

These were the claims of friends and followers, but even those who were His “enemies” declared His 
sinlessness – Judas (Matthew 27:4), Pilate (Matthew 27:24); Pilate’s wife (Matthew 27:19); the 
Centurion at the cross (Luke 23:47) and even demons (Luke 4:34) were among these. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
The Lord testified of Himself that He was without sin. If others could only judge externally, Jesus 
Himself could know what had gone on, “in His heart”. He emphasised that sin was to be traced 
not only in deed but also in motive and attitude of the heart. He also denounced all self-
righteousness as well as hypocrisy. Yet, He was still able to refer to Himself as sinless.  
(See John 8:29, 46; 15:10; 17:4). 
 

Likewise, He never repented or confessed sin like Isaiah, David, Job, Ezra, Paul. In His teaching, He 
represents Himself as sinless (1 John 1) and the Father says that He is sinless (Matthew 3:17). 

There are two passages of Scripture that may cause a problem in this area:  

• Mark 10:18. Here He is merely distinguishing human goodness and the goodness which is God’s 
alone, 

• Hebrews 2:10. Here the word “perfection” refers to “completion”. That is, His incarnation was 
made complete through suffering. 

Sinlessness in Relation to Salvation 

Christ’s sinlessness is essential in His work of Salvation: 

• He could not be our righteousness if He was not sinless,  
• He could not be our sin offering if He needed to die for His own sin, 
• He could not be our redeemer if He had been in the power and grip of sin, 
• Sinlessness also declares His deity that was necessary for our salvation,  
• It also declares His virgin birth, showing that He is indeed the new Adam (1 Corinthians  

15:21-22). 

Christ’s Character Summarised 

• Absolutely Holy ( Luke 1:35). Both in nature (John 14:30) and in conduct (Hebrews 7:26). 
• Genuine Love (Ephesians 3:19). For Father (John 14:31), Scripture (Matthew 5:17) and Man  

(Mark 10:21) 
• Truly Humble (Philippians 2:8) 
• Meek (Matthew 12:20; 11:29) 
• Perfectly Balanced; Sorrowful yet never depressive, joyful and never frivolous. 
• Lived a Life of Prayer (Hebrews 5:7), in times of stress, through the night, before tasks and after 

success. 
• An Incessant Worker (John 5:17) 
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Temptation 

How Could Jesus Be Tempted? 

That Jesus was tempted yet was sinless is clear (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 22:28, 46; Hebrews 4:15; 5:7). 
Yet, Scripture tells us God cannot be tempted (James 1:13-15). 

How can we reconcile these two facts? We need to acknowledge the following points: 

• The word tempt is used approximately 50 times in the New Testament and can mean either “to 
solicit toward evil” or “to try/test with a view to improving or developing”. 

• Psalm 78 (KJV), says the Israelites tempted God. Other translations use the word tested here to 
avoid confusion. This passage in no way implies that God was tempted to sin. 

• God cannot be tempted; He needs nothing. He is self-sufficient, self-existent and self-sustaining. 
• Jesus had a human nature but it wasn’t a fallen nature like ours. Sin is not an integral part of man 

but an intrusion on God’s design. One analogy is that it is like a computer virus. It corrupts the 
whole program and can be transmitted, yet is not part of the original programmer’s design. Jesus 
had a human nature, not a fallen nature. He was in His humanity, in effect, like Adam before the 
Fall (though Adam was not also God). 

• Jesus, in the flesh, had sinless infirmities (He got hungry, tired, etc.) that He never had prior to His 
incarnation or after the resurrection and glorification of His body. 

• Therefore, even though He had no “evil” desire borne out of a sinful nature, He did have a desire 
to eat when in the desert. Though the desire to eat is not sinful, such desires of the flesh lead to 
sin when not submitted and glorifying to God. 

• Jesus was tempted in every way as we are (Hebrews 4:15) in the sense that He was tempted by 
pride of life, lust of the flesh and lust of the eyes (1 John 2:16). 

• Satan tempted Jesus to turn stones to bread, thereby showing that Jesus could, at any point, 
exercise His power independently of the Father (that He had not “given up” His attributes but had 
laid aside independent use of them). 
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How Does This Affect How I Live? 

• Christ’s sinlessness guarantees your salvation through a perfect atonement. 
• Christ was tempted to a far greater degree than you. His willingness to do this proves His love  

for you. 
• Because Christ was tempted like you are, but to a far greater degree, He is, therefore, able to 

sympathise with your struggles against sin. 
• Because Christ was tempted like us, He knows what we need to overcome temptation and has 

given us all we need to be like Him. 
• Jesus is the only perfect model on whom we can pattern our lives, since He displayed the godliest 

lifestyle and was free from sin. 
• Your humanity is good even though you have a sinful nature. It is not human nature that is evil, 

but the consequences and presence of sin. 
• If our glorification makes us like Christ, then we can look forward to a sinless eternity. 
• Because every believer is slowly being transformed into the image and likeness of Christ, they 

should see sin in their life decrease. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Jesus was the God-Man. Does this mean He had an “unfair” advantage over us in the battle with 
temptation? Consider that we overcome by finding ourselves in Him. 
Ponder also 1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 4:15-16; Philippians 2:13; Titus 2:11-14. 
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Offices of Christ 
He is Prophet, Priest and King. All other offices, for instance, Apostle and Head etc. fall under these.  

• Jesus as Prophet (1 John; John 6:14; 13:57; Luke 7:16). 
• Jesus as Priest: The book of Hebrews deals with Priest. Hebrews 2:17, shows that the order of Aaron 

was not perfect. Psalm 110 promises that Christ will become Priest (Hebrews 7:20-21). 
• Jesus as King of Kings (of the line of David): See Isaiah 9:6-7; Psalm 2:6; Luke 1:33. Christ as King 

had the right legally and spiritually. 
• He was King whilst on earth, not just after His resurrection: 

○ Calls People Out for Himself (Isaiah 55:5) 
○ Gives Commands (John 10:16) 
○ Supports Them (Ephesians 4:11) 
○ Overcome Enemies (John 16:33) 
○ Gives them Hope (Romans 8:25) 
○ Takes Vengeance (Psalm 2:9) 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
As a Prophet He reveals God to Man; as a priest, He represents man before God (ultimately, He 
did this through the cross); as King, He exercises Lordship and restores original dominion. These 
three roles should be represented in our ministry: Prophet – hearing from God and speaking out; 
Priest – relates to holiness/ sanctification; King – speaks of authority. 
 

Obedience of Christ 
He was perfectly obedient in life and death. It wasn’t a passive obedience; He chose to do the will 
of the Father (John 10:17-18). He chose to give His life. The purpose of His coming was to do the will 
of the Father. We too must make an ACTIVE CHOICE to be obedient. 

Suffering of Christ 
The suffering of Christ transcended physical pain; His was more than mere human death (Matthew 
26 & 27). There was an on-going suffering (a “suffering of anticipation”). It was a passion of His love 
for us that caused Him to passionately walk this path (Galatians 6:14). In John 18:14 we see the irony 
of the priest’s words that one man should die for the people. He meant political expediency, but it 
became a prophecy, more prophetic than he could have imagined. 

• Made perfect through suffering (Hebrews 2:9 -10, 14 -15; 5). 
• From the perspective of God the Father ( Isaiah 53:10-11). 

In Hebrews we see that He suffered in order that: 

• He may identify with us, 
• He may deliver us from suffering and death, 
• He may lead a great throng into heaven. 
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The Hypostatic Union 
From the Greek hypostasis (substance, nature). This doctrine concerns the union of the two natures 
of deity and humanity in the one hypostasis or person of Jesus Christ. However great the mystery, and 
however profound the reality of the two natures in Christ, the New Testament makes no attempt at 
a formal definition. It places and leaves the two aspects of our Lord's Person side by side, emphasising 
now the one and now the other. It has been left to theologians to try and reconcile and explain the 
two, for example: 

"For the right faith is that we believe and confess: that Our Lord Jesus, the Son of God, is 
God and man ... perfect man, of reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting ... Who, 
although He be God and man, yet He is not two, but one Christ. One, not by the conversion 
of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the manhood into God; one altogether, not by 
confusion of substance, but by unity of person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one 
man, so God and man is one Christ." -  The Athanasian Creed 

The Athanasian Creed (4th Century) 

"Following, therefore, the holy Fathers, we confess and all teach with one accord one and 
the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once perfect (complete) in Godhead and perfect 
(complete) in manhood, truly God and truly man, and, further, of a reasonable soul and 
body; of one essence with the Father as regards His Godhead, and at the same time of 
one essence with us as regards His manhood, in all respects like us, apart from sin; as regards 
His Godhead begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards His manhood - on 
account of us and our salvation - begotten in the last days of Mary the Virgin, bearer of 
God; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-Begotten, proclaimed in two natures, 
without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the difference of 
the natures being in no way destroyed on account of the union, but rather the peculiar 
property of each nature being preserved and concurring in one person and one hypostasis 
- not as though parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-
Begotten God the Logos, Lord, Jesus Christ, even as the prophets from of old and the Lord 
Jesus Christ taught us concerning Him, and the Creed of the Fathers as handed down to 
us." - Definition of Chalcedon (451 AD) 

"Perfect God: Perfect Man". It is in the union of these two realities that our Christian faith rests. They 
must be stated side by side, in order that we may receive their full force. Having done this, however, 
we must immediately remind ourselves that we have not two Saviours, but one; not a divine Saviour 
and a human Saviour, but a "Divine-Human" one in the Person of the God-Man. 
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Kenosis of Christ 
How this personal union of the Divine and human was reached in the Person of Christ is the miracle 
and mystery of His Being.  

R E F L E C T I O N  
How do we reconcile that Jesus was fully God and yet fully man? Did He or did He not possess 
the following attributes, and if He did, was this contrary to having a human nature? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 POSSESSED THE ATTRIBUTE DID NOT POSSESS 

Omnipotence: Matthew 9:28; Luke 6:19; John 2:23; etc Matthew 13:57; Mark 14:36; 
John 5:19 

Omniscience: John 2:24, 25; John 18:4; Matthew 11:27 Matthew 21:19, 24:36; Mark 
13:32 

Omnipresence: Matt 18:20; John 3:13 (cf 1:18); John 14:11 Mark 16:6 A physical body                  
cannot be omnipresent 

Also, we read in Luke 1:80 and Luke 2:40 that Jesus grew in wisdom, showing that he was not infinite. 
To try to reconcile this some theologians argue for the theory of the Kenosis. 

This doctrine derives its name from the Greek word ekenosen used in Philippians 2:7, translated "made 
himself nothing" or "emptied himself". It states that the Second Person of the Trinity somehow, 
"emptied Himself of His divine attributes" during the Incarnation.  

To say that He emptied Himself in the sense that He gave up His Divinity does not stand up to scrutiny: 
The participle huparchon (v6) translates to, "He continued to subsist in the form of God" and implies 
that this state (Christ's Deity) continued even during the Incarnation. 

Indeed, verse 7 describes the kenoo as an addition (of humanity) rather than as a subtraction (of 
deity): Jesus "made himself nothing " [by] "taking [on] the very nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness". Obviously, this taking on of humanity, with its consequent limitations, was a humbling 
of Himself (v8). 
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If Christ Had Surrendered Some or All of His Divine Attributes at the Incarnation: 

• His character or nature would have changed (but this contradicts the doctrine of the constancy 
or immutability of God);  

• It contradicts the evidence that He possessed these during His earthly life; 
• Jesus would not have been able to save Man.   

How Can a Divine Person Surrender His Divinity? This is Both Nonsensical (there 
Would be Nothing Left) and an Impossibility for God. 

There are, however, several schools of Kenotic Theology. Many scholars argue that Christ gave up 
the independent use of His Divine attributes, whilst veiling His glory during the incarnation (again 
choosing not to independently display this glory?). Garvie contends that self-limitation is in God in His 
inner Trinitarian life. In other words, what is revealed in Christ is not one act of self-limitation, but God 
the Son in His eternal self-limiting obedient relation to the Father. 

The Kenosis of Christ thus Involved: 

• the veiling of Christ's pre-incarnate glory (John 17:5);  
• the condescension of taking on Himself the likeness of sinful flesh (Romans 8:3);  
• the voluntary non-use (not subtraction or "emptying") of some of His Divine attributes during His 

earthly life (Matthew 24:36; 26:53). 
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MODULE 5: UNDERSTANDING CREATION 

The world of our experience is full of pain and suffering. Creatures kill each other, and plants have 
harmful defence systems. Wars constantly occur between people groups, who look and speak 
differently from one another. Beneath the surface are the bones of animals that have died violent 
deaths under catastrophic conditions, conditions that also caused the coal seams and oil fields that 
fuel our destruction of the planet we call home. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Is this what God saw in Genesis 1:31 when, “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good”? 
 
 
 
 

No. To understand the world we live in today we need to look at not one, but four cornerstone events, 
all found in Genesis: 

• Creation – Genesis 1 & 2 
• Corruption – Genesis 3 
• The Flood – Genesis 6 - 9 
• Babel – Genesis 11 

Historicity of Genesis 
Unlike some contemporary theologians, the Bible’s authors believed Genesis’s account to be historic, 
and literal in nature. 

“… the writer(s) of Genesis 1–11 intended to convey to their readers the ideas that: (a) 
creation took place in a series of six days which were the same as the days of 24 hours we 
now experience (b) the figures contained in the Genesis genealogies provided by simple 
addition a chronology from the beginning of the world up to later stages in the biblical story 
(c) Noah’s flood was understood to be world-wide and extinguish all human and animal 
life except for those in the ark.”13 

Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, and Noah are referred to in 15 other books of the Bible as historical figures: 

• Paul: Adam’s sin as a real historical event (Romans 5:12; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:22; 1 Timothy 2:13), 
• Jude: Adam as the first man (Jude 1:14), 
• Author of Hebrews: Cain and Abel, Enoch and Noah as real historical characters (Hebrews 11), 
• Peter: Noah as a real historical figure (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5), 
• Jesus: Creation of Adam and Eve as real historical events (Matthew 19:3-6; Mark 10:2-9), Noah as 

a real historical person, the Flood as a real historical event (Matthew 24:37–39; Luke 17:26–27). 

In Exodus 20:11, God speaks to Moses and directly references Creation in six days. 

                                                        
13  Prof. James Barr. Letter to David C.C. Watson 
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R E F L E C T I O N  
Does Genesis teach us deeper layers of truth than just the historic event? How so? 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis undoubtedly teaches us deeper layers than just the historic event, but as with all such 
Scripture, historical reliability and deep layers of truth needn’t be seen as mutually exclusive. Genesis 
was written as history and should be read as history.  

When it comes to Creation there are many things we could believe. Here we will attempt to sort out 
what we may believe and what we must believe.  

Cornerstone One – In The Beginning 

Genesis 1:1,“God created” 

The Creator God is not only found in the writings of Moses:  

“… The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator …” - Isaiah 40:28a (NLT) 

“It is He who made the earth by His power, who established the world by His wisdom, and 
by His understanding stretched out the heavens” - Jeremiah 10:12 (ESV)  

“… All things were made through him, and without Him was not anything made that was 
made” - John 1:3 (ESV) 

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”  - Revelation 4:11 

When we understand that God is the Creator, that all things were made by Him and for Him 
(Colossians 1:16), we understand why He has all authority, and why it is reasonable for Him to have 
certain expectations of us. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Deism 
Deists believe that “god” created the world, but like a neglectful parent has left it to fend for 
itself. This is heresy. God did not create the world and then leave it. Scripture clearly shows that 
God continues to be involved. God does not intervene in history; He is the Author of every 
chapter. 
 
Materialism 
Materialism, also known as Philosophical Naturalism, is the belief that everything has a natural, 
not a supernatural cause. This is a foundational tenet of Evolution Theory and is a complete 
contradiction of Scripture.  
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Genesis 1:2-3,“The earth was without form” 

The earth was without form, literally a dark, vacant place. There is no suggestion that the earth was 
pregnant with latent biological potential. Nothing is about to take place, until into this barren realm 
God speaks, “let there be light.” The word for light used here is אור (owr), which means “light”, not 
 ,light source”. In the beginning, God illuminated the Universe without light sources“ (ma’owr) מארת
just like in Revelation 22:5 (ESV), where, “they will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will 
be their light ...” 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Gap Theory 
Some scholars, in an attempt to accommodate the Old Earth hypothesis, have theorised that 
millions of years passed between verse one and three of Genesis 1. Some even include a 
previous “Creation 1.0” in these millions of years. However, Scripture does not require us to 
believe this and a Creation 1.0 would create theological problems regarding sin and death; it is 
an unnecessary and unhelpful addition to the narrative. 
 

The Triune God is at Creation 

• God (the Father) speaks the Word, 
• The Word was the Light (John 1:1-10) Who later became flesh, 
• God the Holy Spirit hovers over the waters, just as He overshadowed Christ’s mother, Mary. 

“Thou from the first was present, and, with mighty wings outspread, dove-like sat’st brooding 
on the vast abyss, and mad’st it pregnant.”14 
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14 John Milton, Paradise Lost 
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Genesis 1:4-5,“The first day” 

“And there is an evening and there is a morning – day one.” Genesis 1:5 (YLT) 

“Day One” literally means day one, or the first day. There is no question that by using יוםאחד 
(yowm'echad), the author intends us to understand that before this moment there had never been 
a day, that this is the first of its kind. This really is, “in the beginning”. The same form (evening, morning, 
day) is used after each day’s work, leaving us with no doubt that each day is the same in length and 
form. At this stage, there is still no sun, but there is light against which the rotation of the earth can be 
measured. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Day Age Theory 
Some scholars, in an attempt to accommodate the Old Earth Hypothesis, have theorised that 
with a day being to God like a thousand years (2 Peter 3:8), each “day” of creation could stand 
for a much longer period. Scripture does not require us to believe this; it is an unnecessary and 
problematic addition to the narrative. 
 

Genesis 1:6-8, “God separates the waters” 

Day two, God created the atmosphere of earth. Like today there was water on the earth and there 
was water in the upper sky. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Canopy Theory 
Some Creationists have theorised that God created a dense canopy of water above the earth. 
No successful model has been created for this, and Scripture does not require us to believe it; it is 
an unnecessary addition to the narrative. 
 

Genesis 1:9-13, “The earth sprouts vegetation” 

Day three, God gathered the waters, leaving a large land mass exposed. God commanded the 
earth to sprout vegetation. This was an act of creation. The earth had been void, so the vegetation 
did not come from seed already in the soil; the seed was the Word of God (just like in Luke 8:11). 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Pangaea Theory 
Pangaea theory (that over 200 million years, one super-continent broke up into today’s 
continents) comes from an Old Earth, evolution believing, and uniformitarian world view. 
However, Genesis does say there was originally one mass of water, implying one land mass too. 
While the Bible provides no clear indication how the continents came to be separate, the best 
current model for explaining this is catastrophic plate tectonics, occurring during the flood of 
Noah’s time. 
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Genesis 1:14-19, “God Made Two Great Lights” 

God had already caused light. Now He provides light sources. These do not cause the seasons, days 
and years, but rather serve as signs of them. This is an important lesson for would-be sun worshippers, 
but equally important for those who say the sun gives us life and gravity holds the Universe together; 
that is the job of God alone (Colossians 1:16-17), though He may use the sun and gravity as tools in 
His purpose.  

“God had before created the light, but he now institutes a new order in nature, that the 
sun should be the dispenser of diurnal light, and the moon and stars should shine by night. 
And He assigns them to this office, to teach us that all creatures are subject to His will, and 
execute what He enjoins upon them.”15 

Theistic Evolutionists claim that the order of the days in Genesis 1 have been rearranged, to teach 
certain deeper truths. What could be a deeper truth than that God is the Creator, who does what 
He likes, and likes what He does! 

“Since God has foreknowledge, He understood the nonsense of the foolish philosophers 
who were going to say that the things produced on earth come from the stars, so that they 
might set God aside. In order therefore that the truth might be demonstrated, plants and 
seeds came into existence before the stars. For what comes into existence later cannot 
cause what is prior to it.”16 

Genesis 1:20-23, “Let the Waters Swarm, Let Birds Fly” 

On the fifth day, God created the swimming and flying creatures. The Bible includes among the sea 
creatures God created הגדליםהתנינם (gadowltanniyn), great monsters. This is a clear reference able 
to include large sea creatures now extinct. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Evolution Theory 
Evolution teaches that swimmers climbed onto land before learning to fly. The Bible requires us to 
believe that both swimmers and flyers were created before anything lived on the land, thus 
contradicting evolution. 
 

NOTES:  
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15 John Calvin, Genesis, p83 
16 Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch, To Autolycus  
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Genesis 1:24-25, “The Earth Brings Forth Living Creatures” 

Now God speaks land creatures into being. The categories are not the Author's but are spoken by 
God. Beasts refer to livestock (cattle, etc.), wild animals, and creeping animals (reptiles and other 
fast moving creatures). Within each of these groups, animals were created after their kind. This implies 
not all animals were wild; from the moment of creation, there were domestic or at least easy-to-
domesticate animals. This categorisation of the animal kingdom is in total harmony with modern 
natural science. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Progressive Creationism 
Progressive Creationism attempts to reconcile Old Earth, Uniformitarian thinking with the Biblical 
narrative by saying that creation occurred in rapid bursts, and each kind of plant and animal 
appeared in stages, over millions of years. However the Scripture requires us to believe that plants 
were created days before animals, and all animals were created on the same day. Even if we 
allow “day” to mean more than 24 hours, Progressive Creationism requires a very loose 
interpretation of Genesis. Scripture does not require us to believe this; it is an unnecessary, 
potentially incompatible, addition to the narrative. 
 

Genesis 1:26-31, "Let Us Make Man” 

On day six God also created man, male in the morning and female in the afternoon. Adam named 
the animals over lunch before His siesta (Genesis 2). Adam was personally created from dust by God; 
the woman (later called Eve) was personally created by God from Adam’s rib. God blessed Man, 
instructing him to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it…". Although God’s creation 
was good, because of natural growth, nature would need tending; this was Man’s work, even before 
sin and the fall. Man’s diet was to be vegetarian. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Evolution Theory  
Evolution teaches that man shares a common ancestor with apes and evolved from single self-
replicating cells that spontaneously generated from a lifeless chemical soup. However, the Bible 
requires us to believe that God personally formed Man, without ancestors; from dust, not soup, 
thus contradicting this theory. 
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Genesis 2:23-25, “They Shall Become One Flesh” 

Marriage is ordained in Genesis 2:24-25 (ESV), 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh … The man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” 

A Matter of Perspective 

The Genesis 1 account contains information only God could know; only He was present to witness all 
the events recorded. Genesis 2 gives us further insight into the creation account, focusing much more 
on day 6; the events that Adam was an eyewitness to. 

Could God Have Used Evolution? 

Proponents of Theistic evolution, such as the BioLogos Foundation, attempt to reconcile Evolution 
Theory, whose origin is the atheistic philosophy of Naturalism, with the Bible. This is known as 
Syncretism; an attempt to reconcile two fundamentally different philosophies or systems of 
belief. Because of the incompatibility between evolution and the Bible, believers in Theistic Evolution 
are forced further and further away from an orthodox understanding of Scripture, they reject Biblical 
chronology, a literal Adam, Noah’s flood and much more. BioLogos’s view of the Bible, as 
summarised by contributor Peter Enns, is typical of what a Theistic Evolutionist believes. 

“Most Christians understand that, even though the Bible assumes a certain way of looking 
at the cosmos, from a scientific point of view the Bible is wrong. And that is perfectly fine.”17 

However, the idea that the Bible can be wrong flies in the face of 2,000 years of Christianity; noted 
arch-atheist, Richard Dawkins can see there is a problem.  

“Sophisticated theologians who are quite happy to live with evolution, I think they’re 
deluded … there really is a deep incompatibility between evolution and Christianity.”18 
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17 Peter Enns, Evangelicals, Evolution, and the Bible: Moving Toward a Synthesis 
18 Richard Dawkins, Ethologist, Howard Condor interview on Revelation TV 
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Cornerstone Two – By One Man’s Sin 
One of the big questions Christians often face is, “If God is a God of love, how come…?”  

“Had God designed the world, it would not be; A world so frail and faulty as we see.” 19 

Genesis 3:1, “Now the Serpent” 

Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 tell us the dragon is the same “serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan”. 

The devil used a three-pronged attack on Eve: 

“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh), and that it was a 
delight to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and that the tree was desirable to make one wise 
(pride of life), she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.” - Genesis 3:6 (ESV)  (1 John 2:16) 

Eve was deceived by Satan and Adam sinned in following his wife’s lead over the command of God. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Sin of Adam 
In Numbers 30, in God’s law given to Moses, a husband could undo a contract or vow sworn by 
his wife, if he went about it immediately. Adam was present when Eve ate the fruit; if Adam had 
returned the fruit and rebuked his wife, would history have been different? We’ll never know. He 
allowed his concord with Eve to lead him into conflict with God. 
 

Sin brings God’s curse on: 

• The snake - to crawl on its belly, 
• The devil - to go on his belly and be crushed by the woman’s descendant, 
• The woman - to have pain in childbirth, strained relationship with her husband, 
• The man - to sweat for his food and return to dust, 
• The ground – to bring forth plants with thorns. 

Ultimately, this sin brings death into the world (Romans 5:12). Genesis 2:17 “… Dying thou shall die” 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Evolution Theory 
Evolution teaches that plants developed defence systems to protect themselves. Scripture 
clearly teaches that thorns were created to make life hard for Man, and were part of God's 
curse. Christ wore a crown of thorns while He bore our curse (Mark 15:17; Matthew 27:29). 
 

The final change brought by The Fall was that Adam and Eve, who had been naked without shame, 
were now clothed by God to cover their shame. Clothes are from God and, until our innocence is 
impeccably restored, will continue to be an essential part of human interaction. 

                                                        
19 Titus Lucretius Carus, Poet, De rerum natura, 99BC – 55BC 
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Cornerstone Three – God Floods the World 

“The LORD was sorry He had made man”- Genesis 6:6 (NIV) 

Man, now sinful, became increasingly wicked. God decides to destroy all living things beside Noah, 
his immediate family and a menagerie of all the birds and land animals. 

Genesis 6:14-16,“Make for Yourself an Ark” 

God gives specific directions to Noah for building a large vessel which God will use to save them:  

• 3 decks, 
• 137m long, 
• 22.8m wide, 
• 13.7 feet high, 
• a door in the middle of the middle deck, 
• a 46cm window at the top for ventilation. 

That means a vessel with over 43,000 cubic meters volume, with a total floor 9000m2. Naval 
researchers tell us that not only was the Ark perfectly adequate in size, it was also ideal in its 
dimensions to withstand very heavy seas. 

Genesis 7:11, All the Fountains of the Great Deep 

As well as vast amounts of rain, large subterranean water chambers opened up through seismic 
activity. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights solid, that’s a lot of rain! The water reached a depth where 
the highest mountain was 6.85m below sea level. Every land animal and bird died. The rain began 
on the 17th of the 2nd month; it was dry enough to disembark on the 27th of the 2nd month the next 
year. Noah and crew were on the Ark one year and ten days. The Flood in the days of Noah resulted 
in worldwide upheaval within geological layers, worldwide flood deaths of animal life and worldwide 
flood destruction of plant life.  

Genesis 9:3, Every Moving Thing Shall be Food for You 

The Post-Flood world experienced for the first time: 

• Omnivore diet for humans (without the restrictions of the later Mosaic Law), 
• Dramatic reduction of human life spans, 
• Massive, rapid migration of animals. 

When we realise that every man on earth is a direct descendant of a man who spoke to God and 
served Him, it changes our view of “primitive” or “uncivilised” cultures. These are not tribes who have 
not known God, as Peter says, “they deliberately forget” (2 Peter 3:5), as Paul says, “they are without 
excuse” (Romans 1:20).  
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Cornerstone Four – God Confuses Language 

 “Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words” - Genesis 11:1 (NASB) 

Since every man on earth was a direct descendant of Noah, separated by only a couple of 
generations, this is no surprise. Man used his linguistic unity to work together, and God said nothing 
would be impossible for him.  

Genesis 11:7-8, "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language… So the 
LORD scattered them abroad” 

This explains why scientists, who can trace all human life back to a single Genetic “Eve”, can only 
trace language back to approximately twenty irreducible root languages.  

The incident at Babel resulted in: 

• The introduction of many languages, 
• Rapid migration of language groups across the earth. 

Which in turn caused: 

• Isolation and concentration of gene pools, 
• The appearance of differing human “races”, as known today. 

Summary 

From the perfect world of creation, we arrive at a world where: 

• Because of The Fall  

○ There is pain and suffering and death, 
○ Women struggle in childbirth and with their husbands, 
○ Work is hard and the plants fight back. 

• Because of the Flood 

○ Fossils, coal and oil are numerous below the surface, 
○ Above the surface, there is massive evidence of landscape changes wrought by flood 

damage, 
○ Animal species are diverse and appear to have developed separately in separate parts of 

the world, 
○ They also appear on our menu. 

• Because of Babel 

○ The world is divided by language, 
○ Also, physical "race" characteristics have brought further division. 

 

This is the world we live in today. 
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MODULE 6: GENESIS APOLOGETICS 

Since Adam, Man has believed in a Creator God who made the heavens and the earth, a God who 
flooded the world because of Man’s sin. Every culture has complex stories to explain creation. 

Creation Myths Around the World 
• Creation from Chaos: Chaos gave birth to the Universe. Ancient Greeks, Babylon and others. 

Many including elements of world parent. 
• World Parent: World gives birth to creation. 
• Ex Nihilo: Out of nothing. New Zealand, Polynesia, Africa. Often “nothing” is a realm. Similar 

narrative to Chaos and World Parent myths. 
• Earth Diver: A diver brings up land from beneath a watery world. Central Asian and Native North 

America. 
• Emergence Myths: created man moves through “worlds”, or different forms, or from darkness to 

light. Pre-Columbian Central and South America. 
• Evolution Theory: (A modern humanist emergence myth, borrows from Chaos and Earth Diver 

mythos). Earth emerged from the chaos of a big bang. Man created himself as a single cell, self-
replicating life form, in a chaotic soup. From swimming in the soup, Man emerges through many 
forms, habitats and ages to arrive, as, and where, he is today. 

All traditional creation myths are easily understood as corruptions of the true Genesis account. 
Biblical creation and evolution are totally incompatible. It is not possible to see evolution as a 
corruption of the Bible’s creation story (or vice versa): the pieces simply don’t fit.  

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Theistic evolution attempts to reconcile Evolution with the Bible, which inevitably leads to 
compromise. It is always the Bible, and not Evolution, that is required to make that compromise. 
The synergy of Evolution and Christianity can never be achieved, because one has a foundation 
of faith in God, the other's foundation is faith that there is no god. 
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What About All the Evidence? 

Evolution is spoken about as a fact in classrooms, ranging from primary to university classrooms. It is 
preached as gospel on TV and in movies, permeating everything from science fiction to sitcoms. We 
are constantly told that there is evidence for evolution, evidence that the earth is millions of years 
old, evidence that the Universe began billions of years ago.“Where,” ask the critics, “is your evidence 
for creation?” The reality is it is all the same evidence. We just look at it with a different world view. 

R E F L E C T I O N  
What causes two people to look at the same rock and one sees thousands of years while the 
other sees millions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Path to Evolution 

Reformation 

• In 1517, Martin Luther protested against the Church of Rome. 
• Europe plunged into more that 150 years of war and more than 18 million people died. 
• Europe was left disillusioned with the state and with the church, and angry at her leaders. 

Enlightenment 

“Enlightenment is man’s release from his self-incurred tutelage.” - Immanuel Kant 
 (1724-1804) 

• Men challenged all traditional authority, regardless of that authority being good or bad. 
• This era saw the Scientific, Industrial and Economic Revolutions. 
• There were many shifts in governmental power through the Political Revolutions and Wars of 

Independence - many kings and rulers were exiled or executed. 
• Deism: This thought suggests that reason and observation of the natural world are sufficient to 

determine the existence of God. This is a rejection of revelation and authority as a source of 
religious knowledge. 

• Philosophical Naturalism (Materialism): This idea states that everything has a natural and not a 
supernatural cause. 

Uniformitarianism 

• Leibniz (1646-1716) - Law of Continuity, “nature never takes leaps” (whatever changes have 
happened, occurred through the same slow, natural processes we can observe today). 

• James Hutton (1726–1797) – Deist and founder of modern geology, introduced uniformitarian 
thinking to geology. 
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“The past history of our globe must be explained by what can be seen to be happening 
now … No powers are to be employed that are not natural to the globe, no action to be 
admitted except those of which we know the principle.” - James Hutton 

• Charles Lyell - created the Geologic Column with a clear agenda to “free the science from 
Moses.” Despite no empirical evidence, Lyell insisted that geology must be explained by the slow 
and gradual processes (like erosion and sedimentation), operating at the same average rate as 
observed today. 

• Reading Charles Lyell’s work led Charles Darwin (1809-1882) to a Naturalistic, Uniformitarian 
interpretation of Natural Selection and Speciation.  

• Uniformitarian Evolution is slow. So, while no evidence exists for Evolution, or for the earth being 
more than a few thousand years old, scientists happily continue to extend the age of the earth.  

F O C U S  P O I N T  
In 1770 the earth was 70,000 years old, in 1905, 2 Billion years old, in 1969, 3.5 Billion years old, in 
2002, 4.6 Billion years old. Since 1770 the earth has apparently aged over 37 years a minute. 
 

 

Peter prophesied this in 2 Peter 3:3-7. 

Over the years the traditional church has succumbed to an intellectual appeal of Evolution.  

“A slavish genuflection to the latest trends in academia seduces our leaders into conformity. 
One apologist once described this pattern as the ‘treason of the intellectuals’. If the secular 
establishment ridicules such tenets as the inspiration of the Bible, then insecure Christian 
professors, desperate to be accepted by their peers, quickly flee from orthodoxy, dragging 
the colleges, seminaries, and ultimately the churches with them. It is a weighty price to pay 
for academic recognition.”20 

NOTES:  
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20 R.C. Sproul, Evangelical Lap Dogs 
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Theological Considerations 
Man is fallible, and science is flawed. Evolution Theory suffers from many theological problems; here 
are some of the most critical: 

Evolution Makes Death our Friend Instead of our Enemy 

Evolution (Theistic and the regular kind) holds that all the original kinds of animals and plants were 
created through a process of natural selection, contrary to Genesis 1–2. Natural selection is now a 
recognised part of life on our planet, a mechanism that uses death, but Genesis 3 tells us death came 
as a result of Adam’s disobedience and God’s curse on the earth. If we reject Genesis, we are left 
with death, violence and a struggle for survival as the life bringing agents of creation. This stands in 
complete contradiction to 1 Corinthians 15:26, and gives God an uncertain moral character. 

Evolution Calls into Question the Meaning of “Good” 

God saw all He made and called it good. However, if what He saw was a mechanism of death, 
disease, pain and strife, “good” takes on a whole new meaning. How then must we think about God, 
Who alone is good? (Mark 10:18) Ultimately, it messes with our theodicy, the distinction between 
good and evil is at best blurred and at worst lost. 

Evolution Challenges the Authority of Scripture 

There are insurmountable contradictions between the record of our origins in Genesis and the 
popular theory of evolution: 

The Source of Creation 

That God created the world (Genesis 1:1), is in complete contradiction to atheism and philosophical 
naturalism, major tenets of evolution. 

The Order of Creation 

God created the earth before the solar system (Genesis 1:1, 14–18), light before the sun (Genesis 1:3, 
16), plants before insects (Genesis 1:11, 25) and birds before land-dwelling animals (Genesis 1:20, 24). 
None of this works with Evolution. 

The Mechanism of Creation 

• God created all things out of nothing (Hebrews 11:3). 
• God created all the plant and animal kinds simultaneously, not a single organism evolved from 

one thing to the next (Genesis 1:12, 21, 24). 
• God created man directly from the dust of the earth, not from another animal (Genesis 2:7). 
• God created man in His image and gave him dominion over them, thus making him different 

from the animals (Genesis 1:26). 

The Time of Creation 

God created the world in six days, not millions of years (Genesis 1; Exodus 20:11). God created Man 
“from the beginning of creation” (Mark 10:6), not several million years into creation. If Jesus was 
wrong on this, what else did He get wrong? 
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The Completion of Creation 

According to Scripture, God’s work of creation is already completed (Genesis 2:3 and Exodus 20:11). 
God is no longer creating the Cosmos. But in evolutionary terms, the Universe and everything in it is 
still evolving. 

The Goodness of Creation 

As already mentioned, death, disease, Cancer, pain and suffering come after the Fall, not before. 
Evolution, via the uniformitarian interpretation of the fossil record, places all these fallen elements 
before man even appears on the scene. If animals kill each other in God’s perfect world, why would 
He say, “The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox … They shall 
not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain” - Isaiah 65:25 (ESV). See also Romans 8:20–
22 and Revelation 21:4. 

Evolution Rebels Against Orthodox Interpretation of Genesis 

From Christ and the Apostles - including episodes from Genesis in their own teaching - and for the 
next two millennia, the orthodox interpretation of Genesis has been the straightforward, literal 
approach to the text, taking the creation narrative as history. The Framework Hypothesis, Day-Age 
Theory, Gap-Theory, Genesis-as-myth, Progressive Creation and Theistic Evolutionary theories all 
began in the 19th and 20th centuries.  

R E F L E C T I O N  
If we allow popular or scientific opinion to destroy our faith in the first book of the Bible, what 
stops us abandoning the other 65? The Red Sea crossing, the Pillar of Fire, floating axe heads, the 
virgin birth, water into wine, loaves and fish multiplying, Jesus walking on water; none of them is 
even remotely feasible according to "science". So, how much should "science" dictate? One 
compromise leads to another. 
 

Evolution Makes a Mockery of Christ and Christianity 

Without paradise, lost through Adam’s sin, where is our need for Salvation? 

“… if man himself has descended, or ascended, from lower forms of life; if he has been 
developed through thousands of generations from a branch of the Simian family; it 
necessarily follows that the Garden of Eden is a fairy tale, that Adam and Eve were not the 
parents of the human race, that the Fall is an oriental legend, that Original Sin is a 
theological libel on humanity, that the Atonement is an unintelligible dogma, and the 
Incarnation a relic of ancient mythology.”21 

 

  

                                                        
21 George Foote, Darwin on God 
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It Robs God of His Glory 

Evolution claims that the world is the product of an inconceivable, unintended, stroke of luck. Theistic 
Evolution does little to improve on this robbery. That God made the world using a brutally wasteful, 
arbitrary process over billions of years undermines the infinite wisdom and creative finesse employed 
in the Intelligent Architecture of our Universe. 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you 
care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned 
him with glory and honour. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you 
have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the 
birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” - Psalm 8:3-9 (ESV) 

NOTES:  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................  



T3 BIBLE PROGRAMME – IN THE BEGINNING 

77 

Scientific Considerations 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Sadly, we live in an age when many Christians willingly sacrifice sound theology to save face 
intellectually. Evolutionists often like to frame the argument as one between faith and science, 
but this is not so. The debate is not between faith and science. The debate is between those who 
believe the Word of God and those who don't.  
 

“Virtually every form of theological liberalism arises from an attempt to rescue Christian 
theology from what is perceived to be an intellectual embarrassment – whether the virgin 
conception of Christ, the historicity of the miracles recorded in the Bible or, in our immediate 
context, the inerrancy of Scripture and the Bible’s account of creation.” 22 

Evolution is built on certain presuppositions. These presuppositions are philosophical, not scientific and 
the product of Uniformitarian Materialist thinking; they cannot be tested or proven empirically. It 
should be no surprise that each is in conflict with an orthodox interpretation of Genesis. 

“Whenever ‘science’ and the Bible are in conflict, it is always the Bible that, in one manner 
or another, must give way. We are not told that ‘science’ should correct its answers in light 
of Scripture. Always it is the other way around. Yet this is really surprising, for the answers 
which scientists have provided have frequently changed with the passing of time. The 
‘authoritative’ answers of pre-Copernican scientists are no longer acceptable; nor, for that 
matter, are many of the views of twenty-five years ago.”23 

The Age of the Earth 
Evolution assumes a much longer timeframe than the Bible. Because of their devotion to 
uniformitarianism and philosophical naturalism, evolutionists believe the universe is 4.5 billion years, 
the earth many millions of years old. The Bible’s genealogies indicate an earth around 6,000 years 
old, with the solar system being created after the earth. 

A Young Earth 

In reality, there is a significant weight of evidence that point towards a young earth: 

Geological Evidence Includes: 

• The scarcity of plant fossils in formations containing abundant herbivore fossils (notable examples 
include the Morrison Formation [Jurassic] in Montana, or the Coconino sandstone in the Grand 
Canyon). 

• Polystrate fossils (fossils that span more than one rock strata). 

 

 

                                                        
22 Dr R Albert Mohler, No Pass from Theological Responsibility – The BioLogos Conundrum 
23 Edward J Young, Days of Genesis 
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Biological Evidence Includes: 

• The decay in the human genome due to multiple, slightly deleterious, mutations with each 
generation. Studies using realistic modelling of population genetics, have confirmed that 
genomes are young, in the order of thousands of years. 

• “Living fossils”: jellyfish, graptolites, coelacanth, Wollemi pine and hundreds more. 

Radiometric Evidence Includes: 

• Carbon-14 in coal, oil, fossil wood and diamonds suggest ages of thousands, not millions or billions, 
of years. N.B: attempts to explain away carbon-14 in diamonds, coal, etc., such as by neutrons 
from uranium decay converting nitrogen to C-14 do not work. 

• Incongruent radioisotope dates using the same technique argue against trusting the dating 
methods that give millions of years. 

Astronomical Evidence Includes: 

• The rate of change or disappearance of Saturn’s rings is inconsistent with their supposed vast 
age; they speak of youthfulness. (God made Saturn and He liked it, so He put a ring on it!) 

• Tidal friction causes the moon to move away from the earth at 4cm per year. In the past, when 
they were closer, the movement would have been greater. In less than a quarter of their 
supposed age, the moon and earth would have been in catastrophic proximity, and the moon 
would have disintegrated, probably taking earth with it. 

Evidence From Human History Includes: 

• Population growth of less than 0.5% p.a., from six people (Noah’s Sons and Daughters-in-law), 
starting 4,500 years ago (after the flood), would easily produce today’s population. If we have 
been here much longer, where is everyone? 

• There are not enough “Stone Age” human skeletons and artefacts for even 100,000 years of 
human history, even with a population of just one million. 
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The Impossibility of Abiogenesis 
Evolution maintains that the Universe appeared spontaneously from nothing. Because of their 
dedication to Philosophical Naturalism, the belief that everything has a natural, not a Supernatural 
cause, evolutionists have no one and nothing to hold responsible for whatever happened first. 
Whether it’s a Big Bang or a Little Puff, evolution provides no “cause” for their effect. 

Genesis 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Right there we have 
Time (in the beginning), Space (the heavens), and Matter (the earth), all coming into being together. 
We also have a reason for it, God. Evolution doesn’t have this. Evolution faces the insurmountable 
challenge of having matter arrive in time and space without reason. 

The First Law of Thermodynamics 

The total energy of the Universe is constant, and the Universe is a closed system.  

“There is no known law of physics able to create information from nothing…”24 

No ‘bang’ however big is enough to produce the universe from nothing. 

“The odds of higher forms of life evolving by chance are about the same as if a tornado 
swept through a junkyard and assembled a Boeing 747 from the materials therein.”25 

In his 1981 book, “Evolution from Spac”’ (co-authored with Chandra Wickramasinghe), Sir Fred Hoyle 
calculated the chance of obtaining the required set of enzymes for even the simplest living cell was 
one in 1040,000 (one followed by 40,000 zeros). Given that the total estimated atoms in the Universe 
are a meagre 1078, these figures clearly show the impossibility of abiogenesis. Hoyle's own conclusion 
was that the "common sense interpretation of the facts is that a super-intelligence has monkeyed 
with physics, as well as chemistry and biology, and that there are no blind forces in nature.” 

This is completely consistent with a Biblical world view: 

“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him. 
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” - Colossians 1:16-17(ESV) 
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24 Prof Paul Davies, Physicist, Writer and Broadcaster, Life Force, 1999 
25 Sir Fred Hoyle, Professor of Astronomy, Cambridge University, 1915 – 2001 
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The Problem of Entropy 

“In the science, Evolution is a theory about changes: in the Myth it is a fact about 
improvements.”26 

The Second Law of Thermodynamics 

“Entropy (disorderliness) in a closed system always increases.” 

If you have ever found an apple core left in a child’s lunchbox you have experienced entropy. It is 
often described as the tendency towards disorderliness. As a theory, Evolution relies on quite the 
opposite. It needs nature, left to its own devices, without intelligent interference, to make itself more 
complex, more varied. To support their theory they will cite two things: 

5. Beneficial Mutations 

6. Natural Selection 

These are two very different things. Natural Selection, or survival of the fittest, is often observed in 
nature, but the survival of the fittest has never explained the arrival of the fittest. Knowing which 
creatures won’t make it doesn’t reveal the mechanism by which successful creatures appear. This is 
where Evolutionists turn to beneficial mutations. Mutations happen all the time, e.g. point mutations 
in human reproductive cells are in order of a hundred or so per individual each generation. Including 
additional deletions and mitochondrial mutations, which exacerbate the situation, the overall figure 
implies some 1,000 nucleotide changes in every person, every generation. None of these mutations 
are seen to be the beneficial mutations required for evolution to take place. Mutation is always a 
loss of information, never an increase, for example, short haired dogs losing the ability to have long 
haired offspring; long haired dogs losing the ability to have short haired offspring. 

Losing information is very rarely a good thing, and it certainly wouldn’t be enough to turn that dog 
into a frog. To take us from pond scum to professors, evolution requires hundreds of beneficial 
mutations. Nothing on that scale has ever been observed, at best there have been a handful of 
disputed cases. 

Summary 
Evolution is a product of changes in philosophy and society, namely a rejection of God, and an 
acceptance of uniformitarian materialism. It can only work within a framework of Atheism or possibly 
Deism and is completely incompatible with an orthodox understanding of Genesis. This is not a 
problem as all available data is compatible with a Biblical world view (just not the way they interpret 
it). Let us not be deliberately ignorant; rather let’s worship God for all He has done. 

“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their 
host. He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses. Let all 
the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! For he spoke, 
and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.” - Psalm 33:6-9 (ESV) 

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they existed and were created." - Revelation 4:11 (ESV) 

                                                        
26 C S Lewis , The Funeral of a Great Myth 
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MODULE 7: THE INVISIBLE REALM 

God Created All Things, Both Visible And Invisible 

“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him 
and for him.”-  Colossians 1:16 

The problem is that we humans somehow consider the invisible realm as less real than the spiritual. 
The truth is that the spiritual realm is just as real as the material realm. 

But while that may be true, it is, however, an area of theology that presents us with a number of 
difficulties. Karl Barth described the study of angels as, ‘the most remarkable and difficult of all’. 

It is an area of study that can easily lead to obsession and excessive speculation, or neglect. Some 
have even suggested that Christian doctrine would be unaffected if we were to bypass this area. I 
would disagree. For example, one cannot study the birth, life, death, ministry, words, resurrection and 
ascension of our Lord without a belief in, and at least a basic understanding of, the nature and role 
of angels. 

Angels were involved in: 

• The announcement to Zechariah that he would have a son, John (the Baptist), 
• The announcement to Mary that she would have a child (Jesus), 
• Telling Joseph to marry Mary, 
• The announcement to the shepherds of the birth of a king, 
• Warning Joseph to flee to Egypt, 
• Telling Joseph to return to Israel, 
• Ministry to Jesus after the temptation, 
• Legions at the disposal of Christ at any time, 
• Rolling away the tombstone, 
• Conversations at the tomb after the resurrection, 
• The ascension of Jesus, 
• Jesus also taught about angels as real creatures.  

One simply cannot be a follower of Jesus without a belief in angels. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
An understanding of the Spiritual realities that lie beyond this life is a major factor in motivating us 
to live lives that are pleasing to Him. Hebrews 11:10 makes it clear, for example, that the early 
heroes of the faith did what they did with a view to gaining a “city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God.”. 
 

If we are to be faithful students of the Word (and the whole Word), then we cannot omit a study of 
the invisible realm. 
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Heaven 
The terms translated as “Heaven”, (shamayim in Hebrew; ouranos in Greek), are used in three ways 
in Scripture: 

• Cosmological: Heaven and earth-denoting the Universe (Genesis 1:1; Matthew 5:18; 11:25). 
• Virtual Synonym for God (Luke 15:18, 21; Matthew 21:25; John 3:27). Matthew uses the expression 

the “Kingdom of Heaven”, whereas Luke uses “Kingdom of God”; this is most common when 
addressing people who would not speak the name, Yahweh. 

• The Abode of God (Matthew 6:9; 5:16; 7:21; John 3:13). Angels also dwell in Heaven (Matthew 
28:2; Luke 2:13 & 15). Jesus has gone to Heaven to prepare a place for us (John 14:2-3) and He 
will be revealed from Heaven (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:7). 

Place or State 

R E F L E C T I O N  
Is Heaven a place or a state?  
 
 
 

Heaven is a place of communion with God, but God does not occupy space (He is omnipresent). 
So it would seem then, that Heaven is a state, a spiritual condition. It is a “place” of communion  
with God. 

On the other hand, we will have bodies (though “spiritual” or “glorified”), for eternity. Likewise, Jesus 
still has a glorified body. In addition, Scripture seems to speak of Heaven as a place (Matthew 6:9-
10) and we need to remember that deceased believers are currently with God; this must be more 
than just a state of being, but a place of existence - especially as Ezekiel, Paul and John (in 
Revelation) all wrote of an experience of Heaven that seems to speak of a place. 

It is worth noting in reference to Paul’s experience of the Third Heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2) that he 
was probably not referring to different levels of the abode of God, but was referencing a common 
view of the time, that there were three heavens: 

• First Heaven: The sky, our atmosphere 
• Second Heaven: The created world beyond our immediate atmosphere, perhaps space 
• Third Heaven: The place where God resides 

We will look at this concept more closely in the Eschatology Course, but we can see that Heaven is, 
therefore, a state and a place. However, we must acknowledge that this place is another realm, 
another dimension of reality. Scripture speaks of Heaven as being “above” but we need not look at 
this too literally - Heaven is not situated somewhere in space but somewhere beyond space. 

In terms of our eternal destiny, we should be able to see that we will spend eternity with God (i.e. in 
Heaven) but that we shall have work to do, that there will be a new Heaven and a new earth (i.e. a 
new Cosmos) and that God would desire to redeem and restore. In light of all of this, the probability 
is that upon the return of Christ, we will, in glorified bodies, inhabit a glorified earth; in intimate 
fellowship with Him, thus restoring us to His originally intended state (as per Adam). In other words, it 
really will be Heaven on earth. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
We do not get too much information about Heaven, other than a couple of passages speaking 
of how glorious it is, with much worship going on. Even Paul was prohibited from revealing what 
he saw there. The reason for this? I believe that it is so glorious, so much better than this existence, 
that were we to know the wonder of it, we would struggle to continue desiring to live (as Paul 
said, “to live is Christ, to die is gain” - Philippians 1:21). We are given as much information as we 
need. 
 

Hell 
Likewise, Hell is both a state and a place. Not only is it a created place, designated for those who 
have rebelled against God, but it is a state of separation from God. It is not a place where the devil 
will rule and torment the inhabitants; it is a place where he (and the other fallen angels) will be 
punished along with those who choose to follow him. 
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Angels 
The primary Biblical words for angel are malak (Hebrew) and angelos (Greek) which basically mean 
messenger. The words can apply to human or angelic messengers.  

Examples of human messengers can be found in 1 Kings 19:2 and Luke 7:24; 9:52. 

Other expressions are also used in Hebrew to speak of angels, such as “sons of Elohim” (Job 1:6; 2:1),  
“sons of Elim” (Psalm 29:1; Psalm 89:6), “holy ones” (Psalm 89:5,7), “watchers” (Daniel 4:13, 17, 23) and 
collectively as “the council” (Psalm 89:7), “the assembly” (Psalm 89:5) and “host of hosts”, as in the 
“LORD of Hosts” found more than sixty times in Isaiah alone. 

In the New Testament, we also come across the expression, “spirits”, and various combinations of 
“powers, principalities, rulers, thrones, dominions and authorities”.  

We also see certain spirit beings referred to as, “archangels, cherubs, seraphs, living creatures,” etc. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Note that while traditionally many have believed that there are three (or more) archangels, with 
focus being placed on Michael, Gabriel and Lucifer (Satan - a fallen angel); only Michael is 
explicitly referred to as an archangel in Scripture. Archangel is a word used only twice (1 
Thessalonians 4:16; Jude 9) and would seem to refer to a ruling angel (based upon the Greek 
arche – “a ruler”). 
 

Many theologians over the years have tried to classify and categorise angels according to their 
understanding of these terms, however, this is an impossible task if we base it solely on information 
given in Scripture. The main problem is the scarcity of information. We could possibly interpret the 
different names in any of the following ways: 

• Different creatures/types of angel (rather like a dog and a cat are each mammals but are 
different creatures distinct from each other), 

• Different ranks. That each term describes the same type of creature but they have different ranks 
or degrees of authority, 

• Different roles. Rather like members of the air force, army and navy in the armed forces. It is not 
a matter of rank or type but of function, 

• Different descriptions of the same thing. Similar to the New Testament description of an elder, 
pastor and overseer, which are interchangeable words for the same thing, 

• Metaphorical or symbolic descriptions. That the creatures described in Ezekiel, Revelation, etc. 
are symbols given in dreams to convey a message, for example, six wings could speak of speed, 
many eyes speak of wisdom etc. 

• Any combination of the above. 

As Erickson writes,  

"In the absence of further data, it seems fruitless to speculate. The most cautious position is 
simply to regard the seraphim and cherubim as being among the spiritual creatures 
designated by the general term angel. They may be angels with special functions or a 
special type of angel. In any case, we cannot assume that the characteristics of either 
seraphim or cherubim can be predicated of all angels. And whether they are of the higher 
or lower ranks, if indeed there are such ranks, we do not know." 
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We need to now look at what it is possible to know about angels, without too much speculation: 

What Angels Are Not 

• Fairies. They are not small, delicate, mythical beings. 
• Fat babies with harps (or bows and arrows). This image comes from the concept of Putti (singular 

putto), in the ancient classical world of art, which were winged infants that were believed to 
influence human lives. It is a carryover of pagan symbolism into Christian art. 

• People (especially children) who died and earned their wings. Angels are separate creatures: 
men don’t become angels, nor do angels become men. 

• Objects of worship. The “good” angels refuse to be worshipped and rebuke those who try (Satan, 
a fallen angel, tempted Jesus to worship him and would tempt men still today). 

• Mediators between men and God. They are ministers and messengers (His, not ours: at least for 
now). We have only one mediator - Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). 

What Angels Are 

• Created. We don’t know exactly when, but that they are created is clear (Psalm 148:2,5; 
Colossians 1:16). They do not, it seems, have the power to propagate (that is, to reproduce - 
Matthew 22:30). 

• Immaterial, or spirit, beings (Hebrews 1:14; Matthew 8:16; Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 1:16). Though 
they can appear to have physical bodies at certain times. Likewise, the traditional picture of a 
blond haired, blue eyed young man in white robes either with or without wings is not an accurate 
picture. Angels can manifest in various forms (sometimes with wings) but can easily be mistaken 
for ordinary humans (Hebrews 13:2; Genesis 19 etc.) 

• Inferior to Christ (Hebrews 1:5-2:9). Though He was made for a while lower than the angels (Psalm 
8:5), they serve and obey Him, they do not act on their own initiative. Likewise, we can see that 
they are currently “higher” than Man, but will one day be judged by believers (1 Corinthians 6:3), 
and are sent to minister to believers. 

• Numerous. The word “host” is the largest descriptive term for a group of creatures. They are 
referred to as “myriad” (Deuteronomy 33:2), “tens of thousands and thousands of thousands” 
(Psalm 68:17), “ten thousand times ten thousand” (Revelation 5:11) and that “twelve legions” 
(36,000 to 72,000) were available to Jesus at a moments notice. 

• Beautiful: certainly if we saw them in their glory as we one day will. They are usually unseen but 
the Lord can open our eyes to see them (Numbers 22:31; 2 Kings 6:17). When they are seen they 
usually resemble humans but they can be seen with the glory of the Lord shining from them 
(Matthew 28:3 cf Ezekiel 1:13; Daniel 10:6; Revelation 1:14 and 19:12). Cherubim, Seraphim and 
the living creatures of Ezekiel 1:16 are described as winged but others are not. 

• Intelligent (not Omniscient). More so than men. 
• Obedient to God. At least the good ones. 
• Immensely powerful (but not Omnipotent) (2 Peter 2:11; Psalm 103:20). Likewise, they are restricted 

to acting only within the confines God allows (even Satan, see Job 1:12, 2:6). 
• Fast. They seem to move very quickly but are not omnipresent. 
• Personal Beings. They have intellect, will and emotions (2 Samuel 14:20; Revelation 22:9) and have 

morals. Some are holy (Matthew 25:31 etc.) whilst the fallen angels are described as lying and 
sinning (John 8:44; 1 John 3:8-10). 
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Activities of Good Angels 

• Praise and Glorify God (Job 38:7; Revelation 5:11-12 etc.) 
• Reveal and Communicate God’s Messages to Humans (Acts 7:53; Galatians 3:19). Angels spoke 

to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, Philip, Cornelius, Peter, Paul and John in the New 
Testament. 

• Minister to Believers. This includes protection and deliverance from harm (Psalm 91:11; Acts 5:19; 
12:6-11), rejoicing at salvation (Luke 15:10), and serving their needs (Hebrews 1:14). They observe 
us, are present in the church (1 Corinthians 11:10) and at death convey believers to the place of 
blessing (Luke 16:22). 

• Execute God’s Judgement (2 Kings 19:35; 2 Samuel 24:16; Acts 12:23; the book of Revelation). 
• Accompany Christ at the Second Coming (Matthew 25:31; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

Many have queried whether there are such things as guardian angels. Two Biblical texts may suggest 
that they exist, Matthew 18:10 and Acts 12:15. Against this, we could say that the angels mentioned 
in the Matthew text are described as being in the presence of the Father, and the Acts text is not 
didactic (that the girl believed that it was his angel does not affirm the belief as being right). Elisha 
was surrounded by many angels (2 Kings 6:17) and Jesus had legions at His disposal.  We can see 
then that whilst every believer is protected by angels, we simply cannot say whether a particular 
angel is designated to a specific individual. 

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Angelic interventions on behalf of people most often go unnoticed, but there are many Biblical 
and contemporary accounts to confirm that such actions are probably much more prolific than 
we realise. 
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Bad Angels 

Origins 

We are not told much about how evil angels came to rebel against God. Two passages relate to the 
fall of the angels: 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6. 

These are the angels who rebelled and came under judgement. They, like all other angels, are 
created beings with the same attributes and limitations (i.e. Satan is not omnipotent, omnipresent or 
omniscient, though he is more powerful and intelligent than man). We don’t know how many there 
are but it seems that possibly one-third of all angels fell (therefore they are outnumbered). 

Where Are They? 

These Scriptures indicate that they are kept in gloom, bound in chains. However, we also read (and 
experience) demons (fallen angels) roaming around the world (Job 1:7; 1 Peter 5:8) and being found 
in “heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

To reconcile this, some have suggested that there are different categories of fallen angels: those 
who are imprisoned and those who are free, with a possibility that those imprisoned will eventually 
be released, for a short time, towards the end of the age. 

Others suggest these verses describe the condition of all demons, as suggested by the remainder of 
2 Peter 2:10-22, which describe the activities of sinful men who are being kept under punishment. 
Likewise, we could conclude that though cast in “nether gloom” the fallen angels have sufficient 
freedom to carry on their evil activities. 

Chief of Demons 

The devil is the name given to the chief of fallen angels. His other names are: 

• Satan (meaning adversary), 
• Devil (from diabolos meaning accuser), 
• Lucifer (light bearer) implied by Isaiah 14:12. 

Other names and descriptions include: “Tempter, Beelzebub, Enemy, Evil One, Belial, Adversary, 
Deceiver, Great Dragon, Father of Lies, Thief, Murderer, Sinner, Apollyon and Abaddon (Destroyer)”. 

Jesus identifies Satan with Beelzebub, prince of demons (Matthew 12: 22-32; Mark 3:22-30;   
Luke 11:14-23). 

Many consider him to have been the chief of musicians and worshippers in heaven, though this is 
never mentioned specifically (some have inferred it from Exodus 28:13). 

Likewise, many refer to him as an Archangel, though, again, Scripture never refers to him this way. 
He is called a cherub (e.g. Ezekiel 28:14) but as chief or prince of demons it may not be wrong to 
think of him as an archangel (or arch-demon perhaps?) 
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Activities of Satan (And His Servants) 

• Deception: a major tool of the enemy, he disguises himself as an angel of light and his servants 
as angels of righteousness (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). There are many references to him deceiving, 
tempting, luring, baiting etc.  

• He blinds the minds of unbelievers (2 Corinthians 4:4), 
• He hinders and opposes believers (1 Thessalonians 2:18), 
• He intimidates, 
• He brings sickness (Mark 9:17; Mark 9:20; Matthew 12:22; Acts 8:7.) 

Overall, his work is seen as that which steals, kills and destroys (John 10:10). However, his power is 
limited (as is his time) and he can be successfully resisted and overcome (James 4:7; Ephesians 4:27; 
Romans 8:26; 1 Corinthians 3:16). 

The Struggle 

There is a major conflict happening in the world right now, and we are a part of it.  Evidence of this 
struggle includes the temptation of Christ, His encounters with demons, our own battles, etc. 

The good news is that the war has already been won, even if some battles still need to be fought 
(Colossians 2:15 cf Ephesians 6:12). Believers can take comfort from this fact and know that we need 
not be defeated in our own specific encounters with Satan (1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 John 4:4). 

Demon Possession 

We should first note that demon possession is not a Biblical term: the technical expression is to “have 
a demon” (daimonion echo) or be "demonised" (daimonizomai). There seems to be little or no 
distinction between being “possessed” and being “oppressed”. There are simply degrees of demonic 
influence from minor to overwhelming. 

There are a number of Biblical accounts of demonic activity in humans’ lives (Mark 5:2-4;  
Luke 8:27 etc.).  

There does seem to be degrees of affliction (e.g. Matthew 12:45) but in all cases, the aim of the 
demon is to destroy physically, emotionally, relationally, and/or spiritually. (Note, however, that 
Scripture quite clearly does not ascribe all sickness whether physical or emotional, to the demonic. 
See Luke 13:32; Matthew 10:8 etc.). 

Jesus cast out demons without elaborate formula. He merely commanded (e.g. Mark 1:25; 9:25). The 
disciples required faith to do the same (Matthew 17:9-10). Wonderful as it was that His followers have 
the power to command demons to leave, they should rather rejoice in their position in Christ  
(Luke 10:20). 

Driving out demons “in the name of Jesus” is not a matter of using a particular formula, see Acts 
19:13-16), but of walking in obedience to Him and in the authority that comes from being in Him. 

The question is often raised, “Can a Christian be possessed?” 

In light of the above, we can see that in some ways the question is invalid. If we are to ask if a Christian 
can be affected by demonic activity (and need deliverance), the answer seems to be clearly in the 
affirmative (e.g. 2 Corinthians 12:7-9). 

  



T3 BIBLE PROGRAMME – IN THE BEGINNING 

89 

The Role of the Doctrine of Angels 

• It should comfort and encourage us to know that there are unseen agents working on our behalf. 
• We should follow the example of the worship and service of the angels. 
• We should consider ourselves soberly and work out our salvation with fear and trembling, knowing 

that even the angels succumbed to temptation and fell (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
• We should be on our guard, knowing that evil angels are aiming to deceive us and draw us from 

God. 
• We can walk with confidence knowing that Satan, powerful as he is, is limited by God. In Jesus, 

we have the ability to resist the devil and see him flee. Satan's defeat is assured. 
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MODULE 8: ORDER AND  
AUTHORITY IN CREATION 

Even before the creation of the world, leadership existed. Before Man was created there was 
leadership and submission, for these are inherent characteristics of the Godhead.  

Mark Driscoll states, 

“Jesus is our example of how we should both act when we are in authority and react when 
we are under authority. First Corinthians 11:3 is one of the key texts for what theologians call 
functional subordinationism. It is the biblical teaching that our Trinitarian God exists as a 
community of equals with different roles and deference for authority within the Trinity. For 
example, throughout his life we see Jesus constantly speaking of his submission to the 
authority of God the Father; Jesus continually states that the Father sent him to earth on his 
mission and that he was doing what the Father told him to do and saying what the Father 
told him to say”27 

We see this concept further expounded in Philippians 2:5-11, 

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant,  being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 

We see here that though Jesus has equality with the Father, He chooses to submit, recognising that 
He carries a different function within the Trinity. The Holy Spirit, likewise, submits Himself, recognising 
His function.  

F O C U S  P O I N T  
Many of the problems people have with Biblical leadership stems from a lack of understanding of 
this principle: in the Kingdom of God, a leader is not more important than a follower. An elder is 
not more important than a deacon, a deacon is not more important than a new believer. We 
are all loved by God; we all are vital to the healthy working of the body of Christ, we simply 
perform different functions! (Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31) 
 

Leadership is inherent in God and therefore in His creation.  When God created man, He named him 
Adam. Adam, in turn, named the animals and later named his wife, Eve. Adam and Eve together 
named their sons. This naming was an exercise of authority, an illustration of headship. 

                                                        
27 Mark Driscoll. On Church Leadership (A Book You'll Actually Read). Pg 67 
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Thus, we see that God had authority over the man and man carried this delegated authority over 
creation and his wife. In turn, the parents had authority over their children. (This raises questions 
regarding the role of women and also of the nature of delegated authority both of which will be 
covered later). 

We see leadership in nature (a pride of lions, a pack of dogs all, for example, have leaders) and we 
see it every time there is a group of people engaged in some endeavour together. There has been 
a trend in certain church movements to try and remove leadership. If you attend their meetings they 
will tell you that they have no leader. This is wrong of course, they will still have a leader even if they 
do not describe him as such. For proof of this, simply ask when and where the next meeting will be: 
somebody will make the final call. 

Of course, many people will argue that democracy is the best system for decision-making, but 
democracy has great weaknesses. First, democracy usually involves choosing a leader as it is simply 
too cumbersome to subject every decision to a vote, even in a small group. Second, democracy 
eventually erodes leadership as, in order to be elected, the leader must please the people and bow 
to their wishes. The leaders that rise out of democratic systems, certainly in modern times, tend to be 
those who offend the fewest special interest groups; they become people who are afraid to make 
unpopular but necessary decisions as this will cost them their position.  

The following two quotes from Winston Churchill show the weaknesses of the democratic system, 

“The best argument against democracy is a five minute conversation with the average 
voter.” 

“It has been said that democracy is the worst form of government except all the others that 
have been tried.” 

The Bible does not instruct us to set up democratic systems in the church. True, the deacons were 
chosen by the people (Acts 6) but this was less a case of democracy and more a case of the people 
as a whole recognising whom God had already chosen; those who were of good reputation, full of 
wisdom and the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3). Elsewhere, it is clear that God chooses His leaders and then 
expects His people to submit to them. For example, 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 
those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, 
for that would be of no advantage to you.” - Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) 
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Such principles exist, not just within the church, but in society as a whole. We must also obey the 
following God-ordained authorities:  

• Government (Romans 13; 1 Peter 2:17) 
• Employer (Ephesians 6; 1 Peter 2:18)  
• Husband (1 Peter 3:1; Colossians 3:18; Ephesians 5:22) 
• Parent (Ephesians 6) 

Obedience and submission are themes that run throughout Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation. 
Unless we are willing to acknowledge God’s ways we will never attain the purposes for which we 
have been called. We must embrace the concept of loving, servant leadership in our churches and 
in our homes.  

Delegated Authority 

When the ambassador of a nation communicates with a foreign government, he does so with the 
authority of the government that he represents. He dares not represent a position contrary to the 
government he represents, or he will soon be recalled. Yet, when he does represent his government, 
he knows that all the resources of that government are behind him.  

Biblical leadership is the same. When a person exercises authority, he must do so, knowing that such 
authority has been delegated to him by God: he carries no authority in, and of himself, but is an 
ambassador of God: 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we 
beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”- 2 Corinthians 5:20 (ESV) 

As ambassadors we must ensure that we represent God well in our words and our actions: 

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”  - 1 Timothy 4:12 (ESV) 

Our authority has been delegated to us. Ronald Reagan once said, “Surround yourself with the best 
people you can find, delegate authority, and don't interfere".  We have seen that God delegates His 
authority, and in many cases, He then leaves room for such men to make decisions for themselves, 
within the parameters that He has set. As Mark Driscoll states: 

“For this kind of biblical faithfulness and practical flexibility to occur in a church there must 
be a distinction between principles and methods. The Bible is clear that God is to be 
worshiped, preaching is to occur, and the elders are to lead the church. However, the 
methods by which these can be done faithfully are many and must be culturally 
appropriated based upon where a church is ministering. As a result, things such as music 
styles, number of preachers, and how the elders are organized are freedoms that God 
allows the elders to decide, because God works through leaders empowered by his Spirit 
and governed by his Word under the rule of his living Son… This also means that the elders 
and other appointed leaders have the right to not only enforce God's rules of the Bible, but 
also have the freedom to make a few house rules as needed so that people know, for 
example, that they need to turn their phones off during a worship service or that members 
need to provide a giving pledge each year so that the church can make a reasonable 
budget projection.” 28 

                                                        
28 Mark Driscoll. On Church Leadership (A Book You'll Actually Read). Pg 29. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/therefore-we_are_ambassadors_for_christ-as_though/150593.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/therefore-we_are_ambassadors_for_christ-as_though/150593.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/surround_yourself_with_the_best_people_you_can/196938.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/surround_yourself_with_the_best_people_you_can/196938.html
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
The elders of the church are responsible for leading the church and making decisions regarding 
doctrine, discipline and direction (more on this later).  Some of these decisions are made based 
on clear prescription of Scripture and others by the leading of the Holy Spirit, wisdom, application 
of cultural relevance where necessary and possible, etc. This is why different churches can have 
different out-workings when it comes to certain issues, yet, still be Biblically based, still, have the 
same heart and still work together in the Kingdom. 
 

Of course, just as God delegates authority to men (e.g. to elders, to fathers, to governments), so 
those men can, in turn, delegate authority to others. Within the church every position of responsibility 
carries a different degree of delegated authority, whether that be a deacon, community group 
leader, children’s ministry teacher, worship leader, etc.  

This principle of delegated authority needs then to be replicated. Whilst elders should allow certain 
freedoms for such individuals to fulfil their responsibilities, these individuals need to recognise that this 
authority is delegated and do their best to represent the eldership team to the best of their ability. 
Personal preferences need to, at times, be set aside in order to ensure that all of the leaders in the 
church speak with one voice, one heart and one purpose. Without this, there can be no unity, and 
without unity, there can be no blessing (Psalm 133). 

R E F L E C T I O N  
This sounds fine whilst those in authority represent God well, but what happens when they fail to 
do so? What happens when leaders fall into sin or heresy? What happens if they become 
manipulative and controlling?  
 

That is when we need to understand submission and obedience and the difference between them. 
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Submission vs Obedience 

Submission and obedience are not identical. It is possible to submit without obeying and to obey 
without submitting. To illustrate we can look at some examples: 

When leadership (elders, husbands, parents, government) would lead a person into sin, then it is no 
longer acting as a good ambassador of our King. In such circumstances we are called to obey the 
higher power, to obey God and not man. We see this in both the Old Testament (e.g. Daniel’s three 
friends in Daniel 3), and the New Testament (e.g. the apostles in Acts 4).  In each of these cases, 
Godly men refused to obey the authorities placed over them, as it would have led to sin. Yet we see 
in their response that they remained respectful and willing to obey such authority where they could. 
They were also willing to be subject to the consequences of disobeying such commands. Here there 
is still an attitude of submission without obedience. 

In contrast, it is possible to obey without submitting. The story is told of the boy who was repeatedly 
told by his schoolteacher to sit down. Eventually, after being threatened he sits, but says, “I’m 
standing on the inside!” It is possible to obey commands externally whilst having a rebellious heart. 
This is obedience without submission.  

We are called to be people who willingly submit to and obey Godly authority. God considers the 
heart attitude at least as important as external actions. On the other side of the coin, leaders are 
called to exercise their authority well: 

“Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.” -  
Titus 2:15 (ESV) 

Such authority, though, needs to be exercised with love, with humility, with a fear of God and with 
“skilled hands and integrity of heart” (Psalm 78:72). We should also understand that the people we 
are leading often find the concept of submission difficult to comprehend.  A major reason for a lack 
of submission within people is that they have been exposed to ungodly, selfish, manipulative, 
hypocritical, sinful or abusive authority figures in the past. Whilst it is natural for people who have been 
hurt to want to protect themselves, the answer is not to eradicate authority. As Mark Driscoll again 
states in his book:   

“The answer to abusive authority is not an absence of authority but rather righteous 
authority that rules under the authority of Scripture and Jesus."29 
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29 Mark Driscoll. On Church Leadership (A Book You’ll Actually Read). Pg 8 
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We need to lovingly guide people into a place where they can submit to authority, where they can 
feel safe and where they can understand that authority is not used to oppress, or keep down, but to 
keep safe. A parent, for example, warns a child not to play with matches - not to control or spoil the 
child’s fun, but to prevent the child from being burned.  

There is a form of rebellion that is common today but which is not new. It manifests in statements like 
this: 

• “I hear what you’re saying, but I’ve been a Christian for 30 years and know what’s what.” 
• “That’s your perspective, but I can hear God too” 
• “I need no man to lead me. I have the Holy Spirit” 
• “I don’t want to be controlled by men” 

 
This is actually the same attitude as displayed by Aaron and Miriam with Moses (Numbers 12), who 
said that whilst they recognised Moses as a Prophet they were Prophets too. They had a grievance 
against Moses, which may have had some merit (his marriage to a foreign wife) and developed an 
independent and unsubmissive attitude. There was truth in what they were saying, even about being 
prophets, but their motivation was an unwillingness to submit to what they saw as flawed leadership. 
God's response is instructive. Of course, He knew Moses's faults, but He had chosen him to lead. He 
vindicates Moses and punishes Miriam. Whilst it is undoubtedly true that all believers can hear God 
for themselves and are led by the Holy Spirit (or should be) this is not an excuse not to submit but is 
rather an opportunity to serve their leaders as they pray for them, encourage them and submit 
prophetic words to them.   

Leadership is Plural 

As we have already seen, when looking at delegation, leadership works best when it is exercised in 
team. A team works best when every player knows his part, when the plans of the coach are 
implemented and when the interests of the team are put above the individual.  

In a fairly small team, an analogy of a soccer or rugby team works well. The coach puts the players 
in place based on their strengths and gifting (not value or importance) and the players then play the 
role they have been given. There is, usually, a captain who, again, is not more important than the 
team (and may not even be the most gifted player), but who is responsible for leadership of the team 
on the pitch. 

As a team grows, this picture becomes muddied and a better analogy becomes that of an American 
Football team. Here there are multiple teams within a team (offence, defence, special teams) each 
unit with its own coaching staff and captains, all under the control of a head coach.  There is more 
interdependence, more delegation and perhaps even more specialisation (for example one player 
who only ever comes on to kick a field goal and does nothing else). 

Leaders need to understand the dynamic of the team they are working on and that such dynamics 
are fluid. They need to change and grow as the team changes and grows. A failure to embrace 
change or to accept that one's own role within that team may change significantly can minimise 
the performance of the entire team. 

Unity is not brought about by uniformity. An important aspect of a successful team is that the 
members of that team should have differing personalities and gifting. In this way, the weaknesses of 
one are covered by the strength of another. The key is that despite the differences between 
individuals on the team there is one heart, one mind and one purpose with a mutual submission. 
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Hierarchy in Leadership 

Hierarchy is a dirty word in much of the church as many people struggle to differentiate between 
function and value. We live in a world where egalitarianism is preached and where many take as 
Scriptural the words of the American Declaration of Independence, “all men are created equal”. 
How can there be hierarchy, it is argued, if everyone is equal? This Driscoll clarifies beautifully, when 
talking about men and women in leadership, 

"In hearing that males and females are different, modern ears tuned by a culture of 
egalitarianism (meaning "equal" or "level") are prone to hear that males and females are 
not equal, which is untrue. The Bible teaches that both men and women are made in the 
image and likeness of God, which means that men and women are equal by virtue of 
creation. They do not need to be identical to prove their equality - in the same way that a 
right hand and left hand are different but equally necessary …Subsequently, since we are 
made male and female, it is clear that God's image and likeness is best shown forth by men 
and women who function together in partnership like the Trinity, in which God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Spirit are equally God with distinctions, submission, and  
unity.” 30 

We see hierarchy then, in the Trinity, among the angels and among God’s leaders (from Adam, 
through the patriarchs, then the priesthood and into the New Testament. Interestingly the very word 
hierarchy derives from a word used for the “ranked division of angels” which itself came from the 
Greek hierarkhia meaning the rule of the high priest. Furthermore, we see implied in the descriptions 
of the church as a family, and as an army, the concept of hierarchy.  The issue of the role of women 
in the church is very contentious. It is very difficult to have a discussion on this topic without sensitivities 
being bruised or tempers flaring. As we look at this topic, we need to do our best to hear what is 
being said, recognise our flesh (which always reacts to those things of God which are offensive to us) 
and submit ourselves to Him and to one another. 
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F O C U S  P O I N T  
We also need to recognise the difference between worth and roles. To suggest that the role of 
women is different to the role of men is not to say women are inferior. One of the lies of the 
enemy in today’s culture is to say we are all the same. We are not! However, neither is one 
gender superior to the other. To understand this we should look at Philippians 2. Jesus was in no 
way inferior to the Father and yet He recognised that He had a different role to perform, which 
included submission. He was equal, yet different. Paul here is asking us to take that example and 
live accordingly. 
 
Likewise, we need to remember that we do not have rights in the Kingdom of God: a dead man 
has no rights! As followers of Jesus we should not be fighting for supremacy but humbling 
ourselves. Leadership is not about lording it over others, but about becoming servants: simply 
serving in a different capacity.  Leadership is not simply about exercising authority, but about 
carrying responsibility. 
 

Therefore, let us look at the role of women in the church, starting with the foundation that both Paul 
and Jesus used: Creation. 

Creation and Women 

God created male and female and gave each different roles. This is an aspect of creation, not our 
culture: it should apply to all peoples everywhere. Peter, Paul and Jesus all refer to Genesis when 
clarifying the roles of men and women. We see clearly that men and women are different (note this 
does not mean they are not equal; they are): both are made in the image of God.  

Therefore, we represent Him best when we fulfil our roles and work together, honouring and preferring 
one another as in the Trinity (Philippians 2 et al). In Genesis we see that though everything was good, 
one thing was missing: Adam was alone. Even though sin had not yet entered the world it was not 
yet “perfect”. 

Men need to understand that we need women. However, man was made first, as head of creation 
and is still to act as head (Ephesians etc.). Headship here speaks of leadership and service (as Christ 
does, laying down His life). Man needs woman utterly (for example, we cannot obey God and be 
fruitful without them.) Women need to understand they were created as helpers. This is not 
demeaning or lower: God is often referred to as our helper, especially the Holy Spirit. 

Note that God named Adam, Adam named the animals, then he named Eve, then Adam and Eve 
named their children. Naming something was seen as exercising authority. God could have named 
the animals, Eve, and the children, but He chose to delegate authority. 
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We See in Genesis, Four Reasons to Believe God Gave Leadership to Men: 

7. He created man first. 

8. God intends the wife to be a helper, though he sees them as one (again a parallel to Trinitarian 
unity). She was taken from his side, as his equal. 

9. Woman was created from man to show her dependence upon him. 

10. God permitted man to name the woman. 

In Genesis 3 we see Eve usurping authority and Adam abdicating his. (Note: Ahab seems to be 
condemned at least as much as Jezebel, because it was his abdication that allowed her to usurp 
authority). Though Eve sinned first, God calls out to Adam, “Where are you?” Adam was primarily 
responsible. 

The curse on Eve was that she would be prone to mistrust of her husband and would seek to rule over 
him (the words, “your desire will be for your husband” are paralleled in Genesis 4 when the exact 
same language is used for sin’s desire to rule over Cain).  

Deborah 

It has been argued that Deborah is proof of God’s willingness to use women in leadership roles. I 
would agree! Yet, I would disagree that women are to be used in the highest leadership roles (elders 
and apostles). I believe that this story actually emphasises this truth. We see Deborah “judging” as a 
prophet. She is using her God given gift to bless the people of God and God clearly uses her 
powerfully and with authority. Yet, when the time comes to lead God’s people into battle she is 
clearly called to submit to a man, Barak. He, in turn, refused to go to war without her and was 
punished for it, with credit for Sisera’s death going to a woman! 

Here we see one of many Old Testament examples of the high value God placed upon the important 
role of women among God’s people (including the five named in Jesus’s ancestry). Yet, this is the 
only one story among hundreds where one can even begin to argue for female leadership and even 
then not effectively. It may show that God is willing to use women where no men are available (as 
we often hear in stories from such places as China etc.), but this does not show that something is 
normative. 

Jesus and Women 

Jesus treated women with great dignity, with a number of women being key members of His  
closest circle. 

However, His leadership was exclusively male. This is in line with the Old Testament where senior 
leadership of God’s people was exclusively male.  This was not a cultural decision but was made in 
answer to prayer. Jesus was no slave to culture. He frequently went against cultural norms and was, 
in part, killed for it. He defied convention with regard to women: He spoke to the Samaritan woman, 
commended the faith of women, taught women theology, allowed a sinful woman to anoint Him, 
and chose women to be the first witnesses of His resurrection. (Note: a women’s testimony at the time 
was not admissible in a court of law). 

Jesus elevated the status of women and showed that they were valued in the Kingdom and had a 
role to play: He did not, however, choose any women to be His apostles. 
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Paul and Women 

We can see that during a stay in Ephesus, Paul warned that false teachers would arise. After he left, 
they did, and so he instructed Timothy to teach sound doctrine and quell the “uprising”. The heretics 
had become popular among young women who began to dress immodestly and flaunt their 
freedom in Christ by, among other things, occupying positions of authority. The false teachers had 
apparently conveyed that Paul himself approved of women in eldership. Paul corrected this in 1 
Timothy 2:11 - 3:5.  

He makes the following points here: 

• Women should learn theology. 
• Women should be respectful toward church leadership and not act in an unruly manner. 
• Husbands were to answer the questions, as they were heads of the homes. Women are to learn 

in quietness (not silence) and submission (this is required also of men - see Titus 2:2). It seems that 
he is saying that in order to understand God’s Word they need to be in submission (to husbands 
and elders). This is surely true of males also, but here Paul was addressing a particular problem in 
a particular church. Perhaps it was worse here due to cultural influences (temple of Diana, temple 
prostitutes, etc.) 

•  Women should not teach or have authority over a man. How do we deal with this? 

○ Some argue we should permit women to only teach women and children. 
○ Others (myself included) hold that authority here (it is the only time this particular word is 

used in New Testament) refers to highest authority in the church, i.e. government (elders 
and apostles). Likewise, teaching here is used in the same manner as in the qualification of 
elders that follows: i.e. it means to set doctrine, not to preach, as such. Every mention of 
teaching from here on in this letter is in reference to an elder teaching. So a woman can 
teach such things that have already been established by the elders (and apostles) 
providing she is a woman of submission. Is that in any way different to male members of the 
congregation?  

A healthy view of this passage should lead us to a place where women are able to use their spiritual 
gifts.  They are not second-class citizens of the Kingdom. The New Testament shows us women of 
great value and influence in the Kingdom, including prophets, teachers, (e.g. Priscilla, who with her 
husband, corrected Apollos, a five-fold teacher, with Priscilla’s name standing first showing 
prominence), deacons, etc. In fact, they are able to do everything except govern. Paul’s instruction 
here was not just for Ephesus, but also for all churches everywhere. The Pastoral Epistles are 
unanimous in teaching that eldership is exclusively male, as it was in the Old Testament. Note that 
New Testament deals a lot with issues where there is a significant change between old and new 
(circumcision, unclean food etc.) but is relatively silent on things that did not change (how to worship, 
how a meeting works). Nowhere does the New Testament speak of a change with regard to senior 
leadership being exclusively male, except to reaffirm it.  

Again, we cannot argue that Paul was simply following cultural norms, as he was something of a 
rebel when it came to culture, so much so that the Jews constantly tried to kill him, and he was 
eventually beheaded. 

Church History and Women 

The church has not been a tool of oppression against women (though, admittedly, it could be said 
that this has been true at various times). In fact, it is where the gospel has flourished that women are 
freest. The truth sets us free! We can see that almost all the church fathers through the ages have 
held this view: Augustine, Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, etc. Whilst they are not infallible, it is 
dangerous to go against such a body of men.  
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Women Deacons 

It seems clear to me that Scripture allows for deaconesses. The fact that the seven deacons in Acts 
6 were all men is not prescriptive, as this is a descriptive narrative, not a didactic passage. So let's 
look at the following didactic passage: 1 Timothy 3:8-13. In v 11 the keyword has been translated as, 
“their wives” or “deaconesses”. Paul may be dealing with any one of the following three  
situations here: 

• Women who assist deacons, 
• Wives of deacons, 
• Female deacons. 

The verse may well apply to all three! 

• Some female deacons will assist male deacons, 
• Some female deacons will be married to deacons, 
• Some deacons will be female. 

Verse 11 seems to list additional qualifications for females, whilst v 12-13 gives additional qualifications 
that are more targeted towards males. A female (generally) is more prone to emotional and verbal 
sins and a male (generally) to sexual sin. If Paul had in mind here exclusively deacons’ wives it would 
be strange, for he does not do this with elders wives. It would lead to a position whereby deacons 
have higher standards than elders. Further, Romans 16:1 indicates Phoebe was a deacon. Possible 
other female deacons include Mary, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Euodia and Syntyche. 

Finally, we need to see that in most churches women do carry leadership roles, even if they are not 
recognised (they lead children’s ministries, administration, etc.) By recognising them as deacons we 
can hold them accountable for the Biblical qualifications and avoid non-Biblical titles such as director. 
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The Roles of Elders’ Wives 

Many elders are married, so what role do their wives carry? 

First: I have a problem when a church is described as being led by a couple togetherThe wife does 
not lead the church and is not above the eldership team: she is in submission to her husband first, 
and also to the eldership team. If a leaders’ wife preaches or ministers in any way it is primarily not 
because of who she is married to but because of the gift God has given her. My wife’s primary 
responsibility is not to be an “elder’s wife” but to be my wife and mother to my children, and also a 
faithful steward of the gifts God has given her. This should free many wives of the pressure they feel 
to perform according to others’ expectations. 

Second: Though elder’s wives are not elders, the man is qualified or disqualified by his wife. Her 
character and actions must serve as an example to others.  

Third: Though not carrying government, the elder’s wives still work in team with us. They can (and do) 
often make a wonderful contribution in our meetings. Some are prophetic, some have great 
understanding and insight, and most give more sensitive insight than most men. We need and value 
their input. However, as with husbands and wives, once they have submitted their thoughts on an 
issue, the responsibility for making the call lies with the elders. We need to remember that there is a 
great weight of responsibility in leading any church. I believe God created man better able to carry 
such burden. By doing so we release our wives of the stresses and burdens of authority. Our wives 
then, in effect, have all the privileges of contributing toward a discussion without the responsibility for 
that decision once it is made. 

Here we see that rather than oppressing women, our stand actually frees women to be all God has 
made them to be, whilst protecting them. Surely this is the model of the male-female relationship we 
see as God's plan from the beginning? 

R E F L E C T I O N  
A practical example: Imagine a man that is married to a woman who leads a church. Then 
imagine a situation where she as his leader has an expectation, yet he as the husband has a 
different and conflicting expectation? Where does leadership lie here? Such difficulties are easily 
avoided when we see leadership is male. 
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Conclusion 

There are two extreme positions that people can hold to in this regard: 

• Egalitarian: Gender is irrelevant and so women can do all men can do. We are told there is no 
longer male and female etc. 

• Hierarchical: Women should not be elders, deacons, worship leaders, or carry any responsibility 
other than ministry to other women and children. 

A healthier view, in my opinion, is to be Complementarian. Yes, we are told there is no male and 
female anymore, but that is with regard to salvation only. To take that Scripture further is very 
dangerous and would mean that gay marriage etc. is acceptable. There is still a very real distinction 
between men and women. Such distinction, however, concerns role - not value. 

All roles within the church are open to women with the exception of government (regarding doctrine, 
discipline and direction). They can serve as deacons, worship leaders, etc. They can teach, provided 
such teaching is in line with what has been established by the elders. They are invaluable to the 
church, who would be much poorer without their contribution, but they need to be in submission to 
God-given authority (as do men).  

A Final Word 

Whilst saying women should not fulfil the role of elder or apostle may offend our modern sensibilities 
we should also recognise that in the church, 90% of men will not carry out these roles either. If instead 
of grasping for position we aim low, we will see God use us powerfully. 
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